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HE following pages are respectfully addressed 
to the Inhabitants of this ancient City, and its occa*' 
' aional .Visitors ; to assist their local inquiries^ and 
to enable them to retain in their recollection i^hat- 
*ever may be deemed interesting, either in regard ' to 
its former grandeur, or its present state. With this 
view, the most authentic Records and Authorities 
liave been^consttltedi particularly Mr. Drake's cele-* 
t>rat^ ^ Eboracum/' published io 1.7^6, a work 
now become extremely rare, and «ddom to be met 
'With. The modem alterations, &,c^ since that period^ 
•are regolarly interspersed, and brought down to 
;die present ti!m<(, and every care has been taken 
•to introduce as much accurate and ample informa-* 
4ion, as the nature of a book intended merely as a 
ffoide will: possibly admit. 

EBORACUM, or YORK, is pleasantly situatkl 
.on the confluence of the rivers Ouse and Foss, in the 
centre of a vast plain or vale; frequently denominated 
the largest in Europe. It islSd miles distant from 
London, and the capital of a very eicten'^ive, popu- 
lous and commercial county. With regard to its 
e^ymology^w^ehylikethatof all Other Cities, is greatly 



invohti in obBCurity, vfe d^ll only notice die ojMiuoi^ 
of die learned Camden, wko says die Latin word 
Ebobacum lis detived from ^f!verlf ritu"^!; HfVft, 
implying its situation to be upon that river^ tiow 
called Ouse. This opinion is uy many thought to be 
4ie tr«fe( one, as «oiwid)9tan4ing. die conjecturesf of 
different' liuthoca on an earlier^d^nyation, tHere is^h'o 
"fiertain record of eveiits|in Britain, previous to'tfie 
arrival of the Romans* IJlie present name of York 
i» deduced, from the Saxons, who called It Evor-wi'c, 
lience hy abbreviation it became VoRic or Ybicic, 
ittid lastly/ YiosK. ' 

Yo^ is tfaier 8ec6fiid^C%^'i|i paik of Tanklin tbf 
ISngddm, and tAs '^IWays'been oonsid^refhtbe caf^tsJ 
xirf 'the "North, idfdtofagh now leftbehind ia wealdi au<^ 
i^6i>uUtion' By nfahy of dte^^^tyef^ertrediiig't^vvn^a' :y^ 
^ sdll suppoit^QConsideriible degree ^ofeoiiaeqaew 
and' is Tnbabiled by I^uInero^lS gent^l * fnhttilieai; - &f 
late, years It 'lias beeti'much im^tbvM^ new. /hand- 
^some public and 'private buifdings ^^ectcid^i'tbe 
streets in many plaees wideheid'aftldiie^pavedy.'avl 
^4b» river Foss, wfaichr fer many years had become 
.4A1 c^enstve stagnant water, being rendered iiavi- 
fgdbte iQ .179S> eifsentially contributes' to the ^s^Tubt^fy 
rand beaatjof ffaeCity.^ The last survey of the hum* 
.^htx of inhabitants, reported to Government in July, 
ISll, amounted Ip upwards of 18,000.* Tlie City 

* Accordibg to the t-e^ift^ma^etoParflal^Mit^ idM/the 
Houses were estimated at -2776, Popalation at 16,145, aod Poor 
iSates at «;f 6291. 5s. "On the fauioas^abilee of George XXL 



3 
has the honour of giving tfie title of Duke to the 
second son of the Kings of England ; a title instituted 
by Richard II. and first conferred on Edmond Plan- 
tagenet^ son of Edward III. York is also a Coiinty 
of itself, and an Archbishoprick, and the Records^ in 
the Ecclesiastical Court are nearly a century older 
than dther those at London or Canterbury* The 
Archbishop iff Primate and Metropolitan of Englanc^ 
and crowns the Queen. 

As to its form, or model, which is said to resemble 
that of Rome*, a person may obtain a truer notion 
of it from walking through a few principal streets, 
assisted by a correct Plan, than from the most detailed 
account; or those who wish to have a more complete 
Yiewi wiH iittd the best station on the lop of the 
Minster, from whence may be seen, the whole com- 
pass of the walls, and the relative positions of its most 
remarkable Buildings. A description, therefore, will 
be attempted of every conspicuous object worthy of 
notice ; prior to which it may be useful to sketch an 



(25th October, 1809) held in Commemoration of the 50th year 
of bis Majesty*8 Reign, abont 9700 poor Penont were partaken 
of bread, meat, and ale, afibrded them by vohmtary tDbscription 
00 that day. The whole Population was then estimated between 
17 and 18,000. 

* In a book entitled '' Itineraire Instrnctif de Rome en favenr 
des Estrangers, par M. Vasi|" is a Map of Ancient Rome, which, 
on comparing with a Plan of York, shews a very striking simi- 
larity, and affords a strong proof of its Uaman origin, 
A 3 
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outline of the early s^nnals of the Citgr. Of all our 
provincial Cities, York is the most distinguished m 
history, and few, either in this or any otheJr countrjv 
have suffered more grievous calamitiei frottl tvft^ 
especially during the Daniih ittvaiiotitf. 

The most; authentic accounts to be relitd'oD^ are 
of the year 208, when the Roman. Emperor Severiut 
arrived in Britain, and made York bis chief residepce. 
It was in this Emperor's time that York shone in full 
lustre; for the prodigious Gweouive of Tributary 
Kings, Foreign Ambassadors, &c. which crowded to 
the courts of the Sovereigns of the woridy when the 
JRomau empire was in its f^rJNBC, must Jhaw brought it 
to the height of sublunary grandeur, and tbi»*vklk>ut 
aneutioniDg the EKgeror's ott-n mssnifieeace^ kjr 
numerous retinue, the noblemen of Rome, or the 
officers of the army, which must all necessarily attend 
bim. York was then die focus of the Roman power 
in firitain, and the Gent^a^ point of all its military 
citations. About a mile and a half west of the City, 
near the village of Holdgate, are three large Hills, 
.erroneously supposed to have been constructed by the 
Roman soldiers in honour of Severus, who died at 
York. They are more evidently natural. A fimeral 
•pile was probably raised upon them, and his body 
burnt there; for -3Elius Spartianus mentions his^ashes 
being carried in a golden vase to Rome, and placed 
in the sepulchre of the family. History informs ujj 
of another Romaa Emperor^ Cotistantius Chlonis^ 
dying here, and that the ceremony of the apotheosiS;, 
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or deificatioiii was conferred upon him %vlth the ut« 
most magnificence. His son, Constantine the Great, 
born at York about the year 272, was immiediately 
after invested with the imperial purple, and saluted 
Emperor. 

Thus was our City rendered illustrious and ever- 
memorable, by the residence and deaths of two Ro- 
man Emperors, and for the birth and inauguration of 
a third. During the period these " Lords of the 
Universe" resided at York, they erected several noble 
structures in the City and neighbourhood, apparent 
from the vestiges discovered and yet remaining in 
various parts of it. A great number of Roman coins, 
have also been fpund at and near York ; and there is 
reason to believe such another collection has not been 
discovered in any other City whatever, Rome excepted* 

Soon after Constantine left York, the Romans 
entirely deserted the island, and the country from 
internal divisions of the Picts and Scots, at leugtli 
became a prey to the Saxons, (invited over from 
Germany by Vortigeni the British King) under great 
slaughter and rapine. In this general calamity, the 
poor Britons were dreadfully oppressed, and our City 
must have had a large share fall to its lot, being 
alternately besieged by the contending parties till the 
year 521, when the British King, Arthur, obtained a 
decisive victory over the Saxons, and the City was 
delivered up to him on his approach. In thi« year 
that mighty Monarch, with his clergy, all his aobillty 
A 3^ 



and soldiers, kept Christmas here, ifie flftrt fi^dviit c^ 
the kind ever held^ in Britain. Arthur, after alF his 
conquests, had the misfortune to be slain in a rebel- 
lion of his subjects, and the Saxon^ again conquered, 
the country. York was at this period the capital of 
the kingdom of the Northumbers, one of the seven, 
divisions marked out by the SaxonSi and experienced 
a series of uncommon events and turns of fate, by 
fire and swoid, during the ravages of Danish audi 
othcF foreign invasions;. 

In 1070 William the Conqueror laid sioge to York,, 
uhen, after a gallant defence of six moiiths it sur- 
rendered, being starved into compliaiice. In the reign, 
of Henry II. one of the first parliaments, mentioned, 
in history by that name, was held here about 11 60. 
During the succeeding reigti of Richard 1. an acci- 
dent happened of singular concern to our City, the 
massacre of the Jews, (first introduced into England, 
by William the Conqueror) which occurred in. the ! 
year 1190, and wasaltended with such circumstances . I 
as history can scarce parallel. These persons had* 
taken refuge in the castle, to avoid the fury of the 
people, raised against some of their brethren in Lon- 
don, for mingling in the King's coronation, at which 
ceremony they were Strictly forbidden to appear* 
Being discovered by the guards, they were beat and 
abused, and a general massacre begun. Hie King 
immediately ordered a proclamation, to stop these 
proceedings, on the severest penalties; notwithstand4- 
ing which, the example gf the Metropolis was fol- 
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lowed at Kolrwicliy Lynn, Stamford^ and by divers 
other places in ihe realm, but especially at YorL. 
Many of the Jews who took sanctuary in the castle, 
being refused mercy, followed the dreadM advice of 
one of the Rabbies, set fire to the towers, and pro-- 
ceeded to cut the throats of their own families, till 
they had destroyed all who came iiito this horrid" 
scheme ;. the Rabbi himself finally following the ad- 
vice he had given. Those who refused to commit 
this bloody action, in vain besought mercy from the 
besiegers,, and were every one of them butchered^ 
About 50Omen took shelter in the casde, besides 
women and children ; so that the whole number of 
Jews thus miserably slaughtered,, must be bietWeeu. 
1000. and 1^00,. 

Edward I. brought the courts of justice fiiotnLot^ 
don to York in 1306 ;- and after contimiing here sev^ 
years, they were again rcimoved to. London. In lixts 
Monanch's reign, York was considered as one of the 
Engli* ports, and furnished one vessel tohirfteet.. 
It must here be observed, that the largest vesstfc 
used in the Roman, Saxon, and Norman 'trmes> could 
sail up the Ouse as far as York ; but when naval 
science was improved, and ships of much larger di^ 
mensions were constructed, the situutiott was foantt: 
unsuitable to a commercial city. The trade was 
gradually removed to Hull, a|id in proportion as the 
latter increased, York declined.. When Richard II.- 
visited the City in 1389; (in order to ai^just some- 
disputes betwi&t the Archbishop^ the DeaQ>aad Chap-- 
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ter, s^cl die Mayor and Commonalty) he took hj9 
sword from his side, and gave it to be borne before 
William de Selby, as first Lord Mayor of York. In 
a few years afterwards the King also presented the 
Mace to the City, to be borne before the Lord 
Mayor, and a Cap of Maintenance to the Sword 
Bearer; and in 1396 he appointed two Sheriflfs, and 
made it a County of itself. The Courts of King's 
Bench and Chancery were about this time removed 
from London to York, at the instigation of Arch- 
bishop Arundel, the Lord Chancellor; but they 
remained here only five or six months. 

In the Tower of London is lodged a Grant from 
Edward IV. to this City, in indemnification for the 
damages it had sustained during the dreadful wars 
|>etween the two Houses of York and Lancaster, 
The Patent is dated at York, June 10, 1464, and 
expresses the King's great concern for the sufferings 
and hardships the City had undergone. The most 
•anguinary battle ever fought between the Yorkists 
and Lancastrians, took place at the village of 
To WTO N, distant about 12 miles south of the City, 
in 1461, when 36,000 men are recorded to have 
been left dead on the field, no quarter being given on 
either side; the Yorkists at the conclusion proving 
triumphant. The latter assumed the White Rosk, 
and the Lancastrians the Red, as badges of distinc- 
tion. One hundred thousand men were assembled 
in the field, being the greatest uun^ber ever engaged 
in these destructive wars* 



9 
In 1485, Richard III. avmed, and was M:fiv«f 
in the City with the. highest honours, being crowneA 
(fov the second time) with great solemnity in the 
Cathedral. 

The first Printing Press established at York, vfa0 
in 1509, by Hikskd Goes, who fixed his office within 
the Miostei!- Yard. Am£s alludes to* it in his ^po- 
gt^fhioA Antiquities in the following words :-^ 
' *' Printing in York was early, in respect to»other* places 
111 this kingdom, which would incline one to oon^ 
elude they bad some brave spirit amoi]^ them^ wilr 
ling to cultivate common sen«e."* 

From this period €Mir Rec0id» present no ocour- 
rTCiice o£ monnilt unlal die angn^vf Henvy VLIir 
ivhen the EkSi intendiK tiie «in»u«Maoa of ffie 
floenasteries, which tie acoompli^bed in the 3 iDt year 
of his reign, established a Presidimt aiid Council aft 
York, under the gceat seal of Oyep-aad Tewniner,. 
^. This Couft continued till the trodbksoin^ 
times of Charles I. 

In 1604, no less than 3512 persons died of the 
plague in Yoric; the markets were .all cried down, 
and many of the inhabitants left the City; tibe i»- 
fected were rcmoyed to the fields adjacent, where 
booths were constinicted for their accommodation. 
Stone crosses were also erected at stated distattc^s. 

* The Art of Printing was iiitrodti^ed from Germany, and 
first practised in £bgland by William Caxton, a mercer ti 
London, who set np a press in one of the chs^eUat Westminstei 
Abbey, ia 1471^— T«M^, Edw, IV. 
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from Ac City, (or the market people to assemble slU 
One of these is yet remabing on the Fulford road, 
near the Cavalry Bamck». 

Charles I. visited York, for the first time, in May 
1633, and again in May 1639, when he held a Coun- 
cil in the Manor on the Scotch rebellion, this being 
the chief place of rendezvoas for the army that was 
to march against the rebels. The Kmg, after keep- 
ing his court in the City five months, left York, and 
erected the Royal Standard at Nottingham. In the 
year 1644, the parfiaraentary forces, under SirThomas 
Fairfax, besieged the City, which at that period was 
defended by the Marquis of Newcastle, and reduced 
to great distress^, but having advice that Prmce 
Rupert was approaching; with a large army, he raised 
the siege, and encamped on Marston MpoR, about 
, five or six miles off, where he waited die coming ol 
the enemy. On the 2d of July the armies met, in 
nearly equal numbers, about 25,000 each; and after 
a long and bloody battle, the royalists were defeated..* 
After this signal victory, the parliamentary forces 

* Tbe King^s forces, for the sake of distiDctioo. fought with- 
out their baods and scarfs; tlie Parliameotary troops, with a 
piece of white paper or liandkerchief in their hats. Their watch* 
word was, <* Go J with us!" That of the Royalists, <* God and 
the Ring!" After the defeat, tbe Royalists under Prince Rupert 
fled to York, where they arrived about midnight; but on coming 
to Mickiegate Bar, a dreadful scene of confusion ensued, none 
being allowed to enter but those belonging to the garrison. 
During this tedious admission, many fainted with fatigue and 
loss of blood, so that the air was filled with cries and lamen* 
tations. 
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^nce more laid siege to York, whiehy afier a defenci^ 

of eighteen weeks, siirrendeced on the most honour* 
able terms. Tliis was the commencement of the 

. King's ill success, and of Gromweirs ^r«at influence 
and reputation. 

During the last rebellion of 1.745, in George die 
Second « ceign« <i subscription was jraised at York 

jand in the Ainsty,* amountmg to 12345 1. with which 
four companies of men, consisting of .70 each, uni* 
fprmly clothed, were .embodied for the safeguard of 
the City. Of the many rebels tried and convicted 
here, only 2S were .executed, and theJbeads of two 
of them fixed on Micklegate Bar, whence they were 
afterwards stolen. 

Haying premised thus far ^m the ancient history of 
our City, we shall next proceed to. describe the most 
remarkable buildings ; in the foremost Tank of which 

THE CATHEDRAL 

stands proudly eminent. The whole of its immense 
pile, when viewed at a distance, across the great 
level which surrounds rt, appears like a large ship at 
sea; and those who are inclined to follow the exam- 
ple of ICing Chades the Fk'St,t and do not regard 

* The Aiosty is a Division forming part of tUe County of 
JTHE City, comprehending se?enil Villages, &c. M^ithin a few 
miles of York. 

t << On the 34th of May, 16dS, bis Majesty came to York, at- 
tended by a great namber of nobility and gentry; on Sunday he 
dined at the Lord Mayor's, and knighted him, and Sir William 
Belt, Recorder. After dinner, the King went to the Minster, 
and so op to the top of the lAuteme, to view the- City and 
Coontry^ and lay at the Manor four nigbtSi^-^ToBaB. 



tie irottllle of aBcendiiig to die top of the Gve^t 
Lrtitein Tcrwfei*, \viirbe amply rewairdiBd with the 
^ttdhaiitiiiig -paiioratuiic prospect it aflFoMs of a vast ex- 
4^i df COutery; particularly the open wblds to the east, 

Befoi*e tlte progress of its crectibn is traced, it may 
*e necessAi^ to state a conjecture that the ancient 
iritirti religion exercised by the Druids (Christianity 
"beiilgi oii the departeire of die Romans, only partially 
introduced ill Ae irfand) was nearly abolished, when 
thfe Sa<bAs'\t'^re called in' to assist in* quelling the 
distUrbtoce? of the Picts and Scots; but on thte ar- 
rival of diese treacbcrouK Pagans, the christian reli- 
gion was every where torn up and^ destroyed, and 
tfieir 6wii idolatrous worship substituted. To use 
Ae words of venerable Bt^de, (the fkther of our 
earliest ecclesiastical annals) " The Cttiey wer6 ra- 
vaged and burnt up; public and private devotions 
fell in one common ruin; the priests were murdered 
on tlie altars, and the bishop and his flock perished 
by fire and sword without distinction." Nor did 
Christianity dare to raise its head during a whole 
century after. At lengdi Edwin the Great, who 
swayed the British sceptre, and held his court at 
York in >625, was converted by JPaulinus, a learned 
priest sent from the court of Rome; but the City was 
reduced to so low an ebb by flwi late devastation and 
plunder, that it could iiot afford a temple large 
enough wherein to perform the sacred ceremony of 
baptism. To remedy this defect, a little Oratory of 
wood was erected on the veiy spot where the Cadie- 



\3 
dral now stands, and dedicated io St. Peteb. la 
this temporary building, on Easter-Day, April 12, 
627, the King and his two sons, with many more of 
the nobility, were solemnly initiated into the chris- 
tian rites. By the persuasions of'Paulinus, who had 
been consecrated Archbishop af York, a magnificent 
fabric of stone was begun, ^mclosing this Oratory, 
which still served for performing divine offices, till 
the odier was finished. The building proceeded 
rapidly, but the walls were scarce fit for roofing, 
when the royal founder was slain in battle, and 
the prelate foroed to fly the country.* The 
Church lay neglected for some time, till Edwin's 
successor, Oswald, completed it about the yedr 
6S2 ; but when nearly brought to perfection, 
Oswald was likewise slain by the Pagan King of 
Mercia, and his newly-erected structure almost de- 
molished. In this ruinous condition did Wilfred 
find it on his being- consecrated Archbishop, in the 
year 66d, and according to venerable Bede, laid on 
a new roof, covering it with lead, and glazed the 
windows, to preserve it from the injuries of the^ 
weather. A nol^le Library was also bestowed upon 
it about tUs time by Ai'chbL9h<9^ Egbert, 

Thus repaired, the Church again flourished in itai 
former grandeur, till the year 741, when it received 

so much damage from fire, that Archbishop Albert,' 

I ■ ■' ■ , 

* PattUnus was, after his decease In 644. repiited as a ^ainf'. 
«id his relics interred in the cfaoir ef the Gatbedral at RecMP« 
ter, and placed io a Bhriae cased with sUter, 
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11 native of York, and promoted to the See A. D/767, 
determined to take it wholly down and rebuild it. 
Tlie chief architects he employed wfere two of his 
0^71 church, Eanfoald, and the famous Alcain; both 
of them reckoned among the most leariierf men of 
that age.* With fervid zeal and unanimity they be- 
gun, canned on, and finished it in a few years, in a 
jtiost sumptuous and magilificent manner; peiiiaps 
exhibiting one of the completest Saxon Churches of 
' which we have any authentic naiTative.f Albeit 
just lived to see his Church finished, assisting at the 
consecration of it only ten days before his death. 
He deposited all his valuable books procured in his 
travels abroad, in the Library, thereby greatly aug- 
menting Archbishop Egbert's collection. There is 
no further record of what happened to this grand 
Edifice during a space of nearly three centuries! 
Histoiy, however, again informs us of its total de- 
struction in the year 1069, when the Northumbrians 
(aided by the Danes) attempted to throw off the 
Norman yoke. Hie garriisohs at that time in the 
castle, fearing lest the houses in die suburbs might 

* The Religioas were formerly well >kiRed io Arcbiteetore^ 
and used to build their owd Abbies and Cathedrals. Bishop 
OitkidQiph (lltb or l*th century) twis reckoned the best Archi- 
f ect of bit time, and Imili the Toveii' at RocbeMei\ R. Grost* 
bead, Bisbep of Lincoln^ ateo buiU Newark Castle, afterwards 
fieraolisbed in consequence of its boldiag out so kmg for King 
Cbarles I. and Simon d^ Warwick, Abb4tef St« Bfary*BatYork, 
rebotlt that magnificeiit pUt whose rtdna jure solnadiadmired; 
111X870. 

t See Bentham*8 Anti^oities of Elyi 4to, 
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Btrve the enemf to fill up the ditches, set them on 
fire, which accidentally spreading, burnt down great 
part of the City, and with it the Cathedral and its 
inestimable library,, fell ia one common rujn. 

The ancient iabrie being thus laid iiHtf^he^, .the 
Canons \vexe expelled from their stalls, and the re- 
venues of the Church seized by the Conqueror; but 
after some time. having made Thomas^ his Chaplain 
and Treasurer, Archbishop of this Province, he r^ 
• stored the Tempomlities to him in 10701. This Pre- 
late, with unremitted ardour, rebuilt the Church in 
gre^t magnificence, in winch st^e it remained till 
the year 1 137, when a casual^re which began in the 
City, burnt down the Cathedral again, andSt.Mai7'4 
Abbey, and 39 Parish Churches along with it. For 
many yeari; it lay in ashes, when Archbishop Roger, 
the famous opponent of Becket, began to rebuild 
the Choir, with its Vaults, in 1171, and happily, lived 
to perfect them. Thus far is recorded tlie ancient 
history of the Cathedral; what follows is descriptive 
of the noble structure ^vhich at present excites our 
admiration, and is justly considered the glory of the 
City. 

In the reign of Henry IIL Walter Grey, who suc- 
ceeded Roger in the Archbishoprick, built the South 
part of die Cross Aisle, or Transept, in the year 1^27, 
and an indulgence of 40 days relaxation, S^c. was 
granted to those benefactors who contributed to the 
work. John le Romaine, Treasurer of the Church, 
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'buih die North part of the same Transept, A. D. 
.1260. He also placed a handsome Steeple in the 
midst (but this was removed in 1370, to make way 
for the one now remaining). In the year 1291, his 
son, the Archbishop, laid the foundation of the great 
I^ave, hunself laying the first stone with great cere- 
,mony, attended by the Canons in their richest copes. 
It was afterwards finished with its noble Towers by 
Archbishop William de Melton, about 1330. And 
now the old Choir, built by Archbishop Roger was, 
when compared with the newly-erected Nave, of 
very rude and disorderly architecture, it was there* 
fore resolved by Archbishop Thoresby, together witft 
the Chapter, that it should be wholly taken down, 
and rebuilt in a manner suitable to the elegance and 
proportion of the Na^e, For this design Briefs and 
I^etters Mandatory were issued by the Court of 
Rome to raise a sufficient sum. The pious Arch- 
bishop bestowed, out of his own private purse, I67OI. 
towards it, (a very extraordinary gift hideed, consi- 
dering the value of money at that time) and on the 
19th July, 1361, laid the foundation stone of the pre- 
,sent beautiful Choir. The vast sum collected for 
this purpose proving more than the expenditure, the 
surplus, together with an additional donation made 
by Walter Skirfaw, Bishop of Durham, was applied 
for taking down the central Steeple, built by Johu 
*le Romaine, and erecting a new one. The work was 
accordingly begun in 1370, and seven or eight years 
-after, the present noble Tower was completed. Tlius 
m the course of 150 years we see om* Church brought 
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nearly to its present form; during all ivhich time^ 
such care was taken in mtiting die.tlifferent building* 
to ea,ch other, that it appears to be one entire struc- 
ture at this day> .alt]M>ugh composed of five different, 
tastes of (what is usually termed) Gothic; Archi-^ 
tectiure.* 

The dimensions of the whole pile^ extendii^ from 
east to west, in the form of a cross, are as follow : 

, " Feet. 

The whole length from east to -west- ► . • 524| 

Breadth of tbe East iEnd • ..^...105 

JLeogfh of Ibe Crow Awiea<fro«i aortb to louth SfS 

Height of the Orand Lantero Towfer • • • • ^ f 13 

Height of the t^ave, oi^ Body of the Church 99 

Breadth of the Body and Side Aisles « • • • • 109 

Height of the Side Arches,, north and south •••■•••• 42 

.m- ».. ■ I .. ., I , , I . , , , , I , , , ,. M i.> 

* Jo the reiga of HeAry IIL a style >of arch^ctai^e vpw intro- 
duced, ivhich from ks singakir high-pointed wrcft, and to distin- 
guistiit tirom the semicircoHir Saxon, ODiverBajly went 'by the 
name of Gq^Aic; but the Aotiqnarian Socitety, in their account of 
iDuxhani.GathedKai» havi stated f&y evideotty tliat the more ap^ 
propriate term ^fl||/t«A sho^ald be ^u^stitoted. Oar Calhediali 
therefore,, is presumed to be erroneously d«aoliiinated Ootlnc. 
It is throughout a splendid specimen of tlie early^Engliah, and ibe 
early ornamented EAglisk Style; there being very litile doubt that 
the bigb-poiflted aroh strack'f^om two cent res » was first invented 
10 this ccMitttry; Atle|»t Uk ctrtaiothAl it war here brought to 
.its iUghest state M parfact^^ Que celebrate^d Po«t and Pne* 
ceiUor, Mason, expressed bis pj^inion on i^is subject ma&y K^ 

ago:— . 

■ * ■»■ * * A -Maiwiion rose 

Coeval ^'itb tliose rich Cathedral Fanosy 
(GofhU Ul-mmed)— — " ' < 

Sec " ENCtisH GARirtJC' 
B 3 



,. TroM the Wc»t Door to the CJhoir • 261. 

Leogth of the Choir 157f 

Breadth... 46f 

From the Choir Door to the Eaiit End* • • f 23 

From the A]t»r Screeo to the East End « 36 

Heiglit of the East Window -^ •» . 75 

Breadth 39 

Height of the Chapter-Ifooye •• 67 

Dhmeter of it from glass to glass 63 

length of the New Library** • * • 56 

Breadth •• 9t 

lioighl to tlie Cornice • •••• 2« 

From the Coraice to the Centre of the Coving* • • • « • 11 
length of the Early Morning Prayer Honse, or £e- ) ^ 

desiast^cal Court-. • ) 

Breadth-- ftOi 

Length of the Vestry .^ . . . , 44 

Breadth --. ^., n 

Xiength of the Inner Vestry • 30 

Breadth '•• 2» 

Height of the Ancient Statoaiy Screen which divides > 

the Choir from the Nave .^•••.^...^ 5 '^ 

Breadth" •«•- 5a 

We DOW proceed to enter the Chnnch by the usuat 

entrance at the south door, under the dial^ near t» 
which some of the Vergers are generally in M'aiting to 
attend the visitor in the customary routine. Few but 
ivill feel impressed with astonishment on the first burst 
of view as they advance, occasioned by the pecaliarity 
of its beautiful pointed windows, richly adorned with 
glowing light, the number of its wide -and lofty arches, 
and the long perspective of its majestic aisles, llie 
new pavement, a kind of Mosaic work, from a design 
of Lord Burlington, is admirably adapted to the 
grandeur of the building, and was begun in 1736 by 



« subscription of 25001. among the nobility^ cil^^gTi 
and gentry of the county*. 

.The Cross Aisle or Transept at this entrance into the 
IM iuster is the oldest part of the whole fabric, and dis^ 
plays a very fine specimen of the early English style. 
The architecture of both ends is diiferent from any 
of the rest. It is raised upon round stone and marble 
pillars alternately, (though they cannot now be dis- 
tinguished owing to their being coloured over with 
an uniform stone wa3h) running up by clusters to the 
flowered capitals, whereon are turned the arches of 
the" little side aisles, and the Quatre and Cinquefoils 
introduced. The South End is enlightened by three 
tier of windows, that at thje top being most remark- 
able ; it is a fine piece of masonry in the form of a 
wheel, or marygold, its richly-variegated glass repre*- 
senting that flower. The first w.indow of the second 
tier is adorned widi a large figure of St. Willijam, 
habited in his robes as Archbishop of York. The 
second window is composed of two lights, one of 
which contains the figure of St. Peter, and die other 
that of St. Paul, with their insignia; and on the top 
of these two lights, in a small triangle, is a supposed 
representation of the Almighty, habited in azure 
robes. In the next window is a large figure oiF St. 
Wilfred, also habited in his robes as Archbishop. 

* In taking np (be old pavement several curions ancient rio^ 
vere discovered, of Ruby and Sapphire set in uold : Ihe following 
are still kept in the Vestry, and shewn to visitors, viz. Archbishop 
Beweirs, Greenfield's; fioweVs, Lee'S; ^nd jSeville's* 
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In die loyr^r tier on e^ch sid^ of the dial «i^ |)et>re^ 
sentations of Abraham, King Sofemon, Meata, and 
St. Peter. These were painted by the late ingenious. 
William PeckitT, an artist of York, remarkable 
for prodacing extreme brilliancy of colours*. 

The visitor will notice the tomb of Archbishop 
Walter Grey, the founder of this part of the Cathedral, 
in the East aisle. It has a fine canopy, adorned with 
heads and pinnacles, supported by eight slender pil- 
lars about 8 feet high, underneath which is the Bishop'a 
efBgy lying at full lei^, with his crosi^, &c. The 
' beautiful cast iron railing surrounding the tomb waa 
erected at the expence of the late venerable andpiou& 
Archbishop Markham,. who died A. D. 1807. The- 
design was made by Mr. De Corte, a man of family, 
who waa driven from Autwerp^ bb native city, on 
the breaking out of the French jsevolution ; the various 
ornaments are all taken either from the tomb itself 
or from parts of the adjacent buijding built by the 
Archbishop. The r^ils were cast by Messrs. Bound 
and Greensmith, of London, and bronzed by Harden- 
berg. Near to this tomb is placed that of Archbishop 
Kimeton, with a flowery cross upon it, and supported 
by twelve short pillars. 

lu the opposite Westeiu aisle is the baptif mal font 
of the Cathedral, composed of da^ k luatbfe. singularly 

• The Figure of St. Peter, witU the Arms and Crest of tUs 
Cathedral, &c. was given by Mr. Peckitt and put up in 1768 • 
the three other Figures were left by his will to the Caibedra^, 
*id put up in 1796.— Some of his Works may yet be porchasecL 
OD application to Mrs. Pbckitx^ ob F^ar Wails, 



variegated^ but of no very ahcietit or curious vvork^ 
manship. 

The North end of the TVanscpt. is adomed with 
five noble lights, usually called the five sisters, from 
a tradition that five maiden sisters were at the expense 
of putting them up. They constitute one large window, 
and reach almost from top to bottom. The coloured 
glass represents rich embroidery or needle-work, and 
a small border of clear glass is run round their edge, 
which adds greatly to their beauty. The slender co- 
lumns which stand before them in small clusters, and 
rise nearly to the height of 50 feet, produce an effect 
of lightness extremely beautiful. Archbishop Green- 
field's tomb is here observed, placed in the Eastern 
aisle of this transept; it is highly enriched with tracery 
and pimiacles. In the Western aisle is a flat tomb 
of black marble, supported by iron trellis work, con- 
secrated to the memory of John Haxby, Treasurer 
to the Omrch in the 15th century. Payments of 
money are made iipon the Treasurer's tomb to this 
day. The Central Tower, or Lantern Steeple, as h 
is commonly called, is the loftiest part of the edifice, 
and exhibits a truly grand and noble appearance. It 
is founded on four massy pillars, each composed of 
clusters of round columns. Over the four great 
arches-, cast on these pillars, are placed eight armorial 
bearings, amongst wliich are those of Walter Skirlaw, 
the principal benefactor to it. On the West side art 
those of England, emblazoned in such a manner as 
to prove that the steeple was not entirely finished till 



the reiga of ^eniy V. about 14TSL The ro«f i§ 
adorned widi tracery, with wooden beams admirably 
knotted, the centre knot representing two images of 
St- Peter and St Paul. 

The best station for tl^ visitor to take a general 
survey acound, will be uAderoeath this Tower, where 
.the various enricluneni ol Sculpture observed in the* 
statuary screen, the rich Tracery and Painting in the 
Windows, and the numerous clusters of Columns in 
the different aisles, all combine to shew a scene of 
splendour and sublimity, which probably no-Cathedral 
but this of York can boast of. 

** "Vliere the tall shafis teft Momt in wtmy pnde,. 
** Their mingliDg branches shoot from side to side ^ 
'' Where Blfin sculptors with fantastic clew^ 
'* In various forms their wild embroidery drew."' 

*• WAUvpnr 

The length of the Middle Aisle or Body of the 
Nave, from the western entrance ta this Tower, is 
divided into eight e^al arches; the foliage in the 
capitals of the pillars exhibitbg a great variety of 
design^ no one capital having the same foliage con- 
tinued around. The view or coup-dctUy from hencc^ 
is pecuHarly attractive, extending through the gor- 
geous statuary screen into the choir, and displaying 
part of the noble eastern window, decorated with 
niatchless beauty. Here may be coBten^plated, to 
the best advantage, the chaste grandeur and appro- 
priate decoration^ of that beautiful I^gUsfi pointed 
Mjfle of architecture, for which this sained Faue is so 



eminenfly distihguishedi' The coMmtis njpon ^hich' 
tlie two first arches are cslsti' support gresit part of 
the weight of the two western tower«, and also a most 
curioufi Arch fitsit ^nUmly cross^es the whole midde 
aisle. The arms of the duef benefactors to the 
buildii^.a^pciar on iL^&r^t parts of the s^de arches^ 
On thfs top «if thiese. an op^p g^Uery r^ns on botii 
sides of iJienave*; and ovef this i^ an> upper tier of. 
elegasliy-fMdnfed wiitdofwis; ooiitf^ihig.variQuS'imager; 
.a^d annoci^l beiH;iii^ Jtt eadftopen space of the 
:glillery* wefe fonpt^Fly images of intone, of Sabts and 
Patrcms oi t&ffbrent nationa. St. GeorgQ and the 
Sragoo^ with a fe^ othens^ are yet remaining. 

• > . • 

TThe great window outer lUa western entrance is 
esteemed a most noble light, though not equal in 
point of size to its opposite* The rich tracery here 
disc^nible, is ramified, and is probably the most 
l)eautiful in the world. The figures of the eight first 
Archbishops and eight Saints of the Church are de- 
lineated in full she, and its whole appearance, when . 
illuminated by the rays of the setting sun, is ex- 
tremely magnificent. 

The roof of the nave is wbod, the ribs of which 
compose a curious tracery, adorned with large carved 
knots, which have formerly been gilded, and are in 
the nature of key stones to su^^port the work. The 
ceiling of the roof being ordered by^ the Dean aiid 
Chapter ta wndfergo a complete repair in the year 
1795; many pieces of curious tvorkmanship were 
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then discovered^ \ifhich, on account of their great 
distance from the ground, were before nearly hid 
from the public eye,* 

The windows of the side aisles of die nave are kept 
in excellent preservation, and contain many fine spe- 
cimens of tracery. Over each of the entrances into 
these aisles are. representations of hunting, and wild 
sports, ill basso relievo. In the north aisle there is a 
door-way yet remaining, which formerly led into the 
Chapel of St. Sepulchre, built by Archbishop Roger, 
but long since destroyed. The opening of this, door 
is eight feet high and four wide. Above are three 
figures of masterly sculpture, and part of a rich 
canopy, imfortunately bearing evident marks of sa- 
vage delapidation in times of fanaticism. 

Near to this is tlie monument of Archbishop Roger, 
curiously situated in the wall. It lies about two feet 
high from the floor, adorned with mouldings and 
tracer}' ; over it is an arch, ornamented with foliage, 
&c. Probably one half of this monument was seen 
in St. Sepulchre's Chapel, while that building was 
in existence. 

The Choir is separated from the rest of the Church 
Iqr a magnificent and beautiful screen, replete with 

* These, together with many other elegant Gothic Ornaments 
in the edifice, have been faithitilly delineated, and^etdied in a 
pecnliar style of excellence, (alter the manner of Hollar and 
Worlidge) by a native artist of Uie City, Mr. Joseph Halfpenny, 
and were lately published ui^der the patrowge of the Dean aod 
Chapter, in large 4to. price 6l. 66. 
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curious workmanship of the most florid and delicate 
sculpture. The front of it is divided into niches^ con- 
taining the effigies of our Kings^ from William I. to 
Henry VI. viz. William the Conqueror, William II. 
Henry 1- Stephen, Henry II. Richard I. John, 
Henry III. Edward I. 11. and III. Richard II. 
Henry IV. and V. and in the last niche a modern one 
of Henry VI. has been lately restored, in appropriate 
costume, in lieu of that of James I. now removed to 
Ripon Minster. * The whole of th^s Screen was 
recently repaired with the greatest taste and judg- 
ment. In the centre of it is placed a handsome, 
iron gate, by which the visitor will proceed into the 
Choir, or that part of the Church dedicated to divine 
service.f Over this entrance the Organ is placed. 
It has lately undergone a complete repair, fs greatly 
enlarged, and may now be considered as one of the 



* This atatue is executed with much spirit and accaracy by 
Mr. Michael Tavlor, Sculptor, of York, Tlie original one, 
fornierly placed bere, wai tiken do^n, according to tradition, 
oa aoeomit of the adoiatioD paid to it by the conmon people, 
who held Ibftt pions Monarch an great v^eneutioo. The niche 
remained empty till the reign of James I. at whose first coming 
to the City, it was thought proper by tbe Dean and Chapter t» 
mi up the vacancy with his figure. 

t The Morning Servict commences here at ten o*clock : the 
Afternoon Service at three o'clock in winter, and four in summer; 
at which time an anthem u always performed, except in Lent 
and Adreot, 
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smeetcst, Aougti not the most powerful, m tbe kiDg>^ 
<]om ; its solemn peals swelling into the vast arches, 
;&nd retiring from fhem, produces a grand and im- 
pressive effect. Ihe Choir is still adorned with its 
ancient canted wood work. Here are the stalls, 66 
in number, -all executed in oak, for ihe t>igRitaries 
of the Qiurch, beginning with the Dean'f on the 
light liand, and the Precentor s on the left, «ach be- 
ing assigned to its particular Dignitary, by a written 
label over it. The seat of «ach tmtis up, the under 
part being enriched with « device, <nit in alto relievo, 
The Ai'dibishop's tht^one and the pulpit'opposite are 
both moderH-. ^lese, together with the seats under- 
neath, but ill aocord in appearance or workmansiiip 
with die ancient wood carving so beauti&illy displayed 
in the rest of the Choir. In the winter, from All 
Saints to Candlemas, the Choir is illumihated at 
evening service, by several large chandeliers, besides 
wax candles fixed at the stalls. The lessons are read 
from a brass eagle desk, given in 1686 by Thomas 
Craeroft, D. D. for the use and ornament of the 
Church* The roof dii9»Ifty» more elegant tracery 
than that of ^ Hwe, aiida be«utifril festoon work,- 
.attached to the capitals of tfee pillars, is deserving of 
attention. Tlie ascent from the body of the Church 
through die choir to the communion table, is by a 
gradation of fifteen steps. Just behind the altar i^l a 
«tone screen of beautiful early English architecture, 
being 49 feet long, by £8 high, and consists of eight 
arches, filled up with fihe tracery in the manner of 
windows, with piers and pinnacles between; th^se 
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snpport ^ battlement enriched also witk tratery and 
shields. All the opett work is now glazed with plate 
glassy and the bars .are of copper. This is looked 
upon as a most elegant oraament to the Church. 
Underneath the altar are supposed remains of the 
old Crypt, built by Archbishop Koger, in the reig« 
of Henry II. The arches are bnt jnst pointed, and 
rise on short round pillarsy whose capitals are adorned 
with animals and foliage^ but rudely executed. * In 
the Crypt is a deep welF, and near to it a lavatory^ 
The windows of th^ choir, Aat cast their soothing 
** dim religious light" around, aie sichly variegated. 
Those of the small transepts are divided ipto 1Q8 
partitions, each of whicli represents a portion of sacred 
history in glowjpg xioloars. They reach ajb^osi to 
th.e roof of the Churfh, and are admirabfy wejT pr,e- 
served. But what may be justly called the wonder 
of the w;orld, both for masonry and glazing, is the 
Sastem Window, that grand tennii>ation-o£ the chair. 
This work was executed by John TRkornton, of Co- 
ventry, 'm the reign of Henry IV. when it is probable 

* 1^00 fQ^rcAiUy ei»MDJ^iiig ^le m^a^t pf Ibe Crypt, it bocoideft 
pretty ^Idcnt tb?t ttua ia «ot the boHdiog of ArcJibUbop Roger, 
but ynfi most probably bailt oat of lihe materials of the old 
Chnrch ; as though the oraaments appear to have been of that 
period, yet when put together to raise the htgfi altar, they formed 
tbe^pointad arch.— What gifes some strength to ibis 14^ is, that 
» cip.ital h«s beep reversed which new forms th^ Jbue.of aiie.of 
the columns ^ but what is a stronger circumstance still, the arok^s 
of the Crypt actually rest apon, and spring from the basis of the 
great pillars of the choir, as may be seen by taking a ligbt«i 
candle into the Crypt. 

c 9 



28 
the art had existed iu England at least for one cen- 
tury. Tlie upper part of it is a piece of most beau- 
tiful tracery, below which are 117 partitions, repre- 
senting many transactions recorded in holy writ, 
chiefly in Genesis and Revelations. It is traversed 
by two galleries across, and the curious will be highly 
gratified by a close inspection of the extreme deli- * 
cate tracery of the heads, of the beauty of which 
none but those who have actually viewed them from 
the galleries can be aware. On the south side of 
the Eastern Window is placed the Earl of Carlisle's 
valuable present of ancient painted glass, given by 
his Lordship to the Dean and Chaper in 1804. The 
subject is the annunciation, or meeting of Mary the 
Mother of Jesus, and Elizabeth the Mother of John 
the Baptist : the figures are as large as life. It was 
brought from the Church of St. Nicholas, in Rouen> 
and is supposed to be copied from a design of Sebas- 
tian del Piombo, the great favourite of Pope Cle- 
ment VIII. The compartments are filled up with 
tlie armorial bearings of the noble donor.* 

The Monumentis in the Cathedral arc chiefly 

situated in the Lady Chapel, behind the altar screen; 
but as an accurate account of them all would be too 
extensive for these limited pages, we shall only no- 
tice a few of the principal ones ; and although in this 

* The best statioo for viewing Jthis window, is thronffa the 
opening of Archbishop Bawet's beautiful monument, when it is 
seen, confined as it were within a magnificent Gothic frame, ami- 
has a mofct enchanting effect^ 
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;sielaAchoIy sn^rvej the Visitor nwst tiot Qatler Iuhi* 
self with the ^expectation of viewing the '^ statmiy 
ythat seems to live w^ breathe "jet be will find manj 
^pecimeoB of Sepj^lchrsd Arcbit^ttire among^ diese 
silent records of mortality, ^ghly wpjrtk; of atten- 
tion. ' Archbishop Bowet's is the most superb mo- 
Kiument, decorated with lofty pinnacle^ 8lc. near 3(> 
feet high; the next are those of the Archbishops 
Scroope, Sterne, Savage, Frewen, Mathews^ Sharp> 
Piers, Sewall, Lahiplugh^ Dolben, and Hutton;, 
Prince William de HatMd's, second sea of Ed* 
yrard III. ; Sir Tbomw Davenport's, &c. &r. Dr.. 
J^eiaJftry's (fiu acute and celebrated practitioner of 
YprJk, who studied lUMkr Bocrfaaaice) has a beantifMl 
£gttre of Health in her a»cieal; insignia^ bending 
pver ^ vrUf and .dropping a £ided wreajtii >o«i his 
a^b^s. :Sir WiUi«^ Gegr^ ihae^ a very andyeot ap* 
pearanee, th/e cosUtme of it well contrasted by a 
modeni ox^ of S«r George San&ile, (25 sinecessive^ 
yepirs a Repsesieutative in Paf Gaipent for t^e Ck)ianty 
of y^k) plafoed Oil ^ oj^site sid&: the fuU-longlii 
£g\ire of SiM* Qeorgie, si^ feet hi^, stands tm a rich 
pedestal, resting on a cokunii, with a sci^oU in his 
hand, on which is ^ pietition 4)t fibe freeboldexs of the 
cotmty, aiHl 9^^ ^ inscription of the pedestal aie 
introduced the lemb^s of Wisdom, Foi^litude, and 
Jitarnity. The whc^le is .executed in white marble, 
and was erected lo his memory by the public lova 
and esteem of his fiellow-xitizfins. An elfgant maiu»- 
vmat has also been lately erected, near to Ae Earl of 
€lfalfoiFd'«, 10 the memory of W. Burgh, Esq; L. C J>. 
c 3 
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It exhibits a fall-length emblematical figure of RcIp" 
gion, sustaining witli her right hand a cross, and hav- 
'ingher left placed on a book, entitled "On the Holy 
Trinity;*' beneath is an appropriate poefacaF inscrip- 
tion from the classical pen of J. B. S. Morritt, Esq. 

Hie Visitor will now be conducted to the out- 
buildings, viz. the Vestries, Chapter -House, and 
Libra,ry, and afterwards proceed to teke an external 
view of the whole building. 

THE VESTRIES 

Adjoin the South side of the Church. In the first 
is a large chest of a triangular shape, Wrongly bound 
Vith iron bara, and undoubtedly was formerly used to 
lay the Priests* vestments and copes in. Contiguous 
t6 the Inner Vestry is Ae Treasury. AH the rents^ 
M'evenucs, charters, &c. belonging to the Church, were 
originally deposited here, but it is noiv neatly fitted 
up with Pews, and appropriated to divine worship 
and the holding of the Ecclesiastical Courts. The 
first morning service is performed in it, commencing 
at six during summer, and at seveh in the winter. In 
* the Inner Vestry, his Grace thh Archbishop* robes 
himself wheh be comes to his Cathedral. It is a 
•(convenient place, renderisd warm and commocKous 
for ikit Clergy to assemble in', when they wbh to con- 
sult the Acts and Registers of the Church. In it are 
shewn the following curiosities :-^ A canopy of state 

* The Honourable and Most Reirerend Edtrard Vtnables 
yernon, hUV, who sac^eded ArdibMbof^ MarUHUD inJiiis^. 

'isoa, 
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of gold tissue, and two coronets of silver gflt, given 
by the City in honour of James I. at his comii% out 
of Scotland to York in his progress to London. A 
very superb pastoral staff of silver, about seven feet 
in length, with the figure of the Virgin and the Child 
Jesuit in her arms, placed under the bend of it : this 
staff was given' by Catherine of Portugal, Queen 
Dowager of' England, to her Cp^fe^sor, when no* 

; minated to be * Catholic Archbishop of York by 
James II* in 1687 ; and was wrested from him by 
the Earl of Danby, wh^n he waa marching in solemn 

' procession to the Calfaedral, and afterwards deposited 
in theha(nds of the Deaiif and Chapter :— A very an- 

' tiqueChairis ako preserved, in which several of the 
Kings of England have been crowned, and when the 
'Archbishop is «t Yoirk; it is phic^ for his use within 

"the rails of tbe Altar. This thair is as old as the 
times of die Heptarchy, several Saxon Kings havii^ 

' been crown^ in it ; the design seems to be taken 
from the Curule Chair seen upon the reverse of Ro- 
man coins.— An- andcnt wooden Bowl*, 'the gift of 
Archbishop. Scroope (beheaded at York in 1405) to 
the.Company of Cordwainers of the City, whose arms 
are richly embossed therein, in 1398. It is called a 
Mazeur Bowl, is edged round with 3ilver, double gilt, 
and ornamented with three, silver feet, chc^rubims, 

♦ This bowl was given to Mr. SherifT Hornby bf York* by the 
Company of Cordwainen, on Uieir being dissolved in 1808, as a 
testimony of their jg[ratitnde and respect; and has since been pre- 
sented by thatOentlerattn to the Cathedral, to be kept there for 
• ever. It WM placed amoo|'thecariosiftW8iatfapVfistry|fiol0Of» 
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1^. On ^ rim 19 4i^ foUowing ipMHi^plioiL in the 
okl hhfik letter cfajuwler. 

Recharde archebe^c^peScrppegrantunto all tlio 
iKat drinkis of thb .cope XJJ^ daye» to pardon. 

Robert Gob«on beschope jtnesm (rant in same forme 
^foipessude XLt> dayis 1^ p«irdqiu I^pb^ StfensidJw 

But the most ancient cnriosky ^dbibited lierc^ aad 
llie greatest pi^ce of antiquity the Churek om lioast 
.€f, 18 4he 'DunoiM Horn, made of an ^lefhant'i ioodk. 
i% dttsHiMrn ihe(Church lidds fieyeral lands flf great 

M w««iijHidip«a«)pr iiiioff^ 90ld, ftttihw^ by » 
^law.ofOieiiWMpmt^K TRfc^^ fwmiapnto woegc the 
.Qccaskm ipf itd tmng i^km way ai ihH 6me, but it 
nv«s afte«;wMdp rcitanf^ ib> His^rjr l^rAfrnfta^^o"^ 
-atriwPfd of it^ goW^ appendages; |m| .w^i^ hi» 
i^th^gotit ^ri»g tb^ civS nr^w i^s unof^rli^B. jfc 
167^^ file Demi Mid Chiipter ithoiight £t to.die^^i^te 
it again^ and ta bestow >^ feUowk^ ji«^Fip^ C91 
k to ibe m^macy pf tbe jrti^torer ;««- 

Cpmu hoc, tJIphus, in occidentali parte> 

Peirae Princeps, una cum omnibus Tern* 

Et redditibus suis olim donavi^ 

Amissum Yel arq>tu» 

Henricus Dom. Faivfax demum restituii. 

. JDtec. et Capit. de jqoyo oruavit 

A.t). MDCLXXV. 

Thus trandated^ " This Hpra, Ulphu?, P^iopeof 
^tiie westem {Mists of Deii^ loaginaUy ^ve to the 
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Church of St Peter, York, together with all his lan^s 
and revenues. Henry Lord Fairfax at last restored It 
when it had been lost, or taken away. The Dean anil 
Chapter decorated it anew, A.D. 1675.'* Camden 
notices this Horn as a singular mode of endowmeitt 
formerly in use, and he advances the following quo- 
tation from some old writer in support of the fact : 

" Ulphus, the son of Thoraldus, governed the west 
part of Deira, and by reason of a difference likely to 
happen betwixt his eldest and his youngest sons, 
about his lordship and estates when he was dead, he 
presently took this course to make them equal : be 
went without delay to York, and taking the Horn 
with hitn, wherein he was wont to drink, be filled it 
with wine, and kneeling before the aUar, bestowed 
upon God and the blessed St. Peter,' all his lands, 
tenements, 8cc. 

The next object of attention is the Chapter-House, 
which considered as an early ornamented English 
structure, is equal, if not superior, to any in the 
universe. It adjoins the north transept, and has evi-^ 
dently been a detached building from the Church. 
It is an octagon of 63 feet diameter from glass to 
* glass; in height to the middle knot of the roof 67 feet 
10 inches.; the roof behig unsupported by any pillar, 
but entirely dependant upon one pin or plug geome- 
trically placed in the centre : on the outside, however, 
it is strongly supported by eight buttresses. The age 
of the Chapter-House has hitherto been a subject of 



34 
dispute an^^ogftt the learned, it being; difl^cult ta 
wevUlin the ^e of erecting thiis superb edifice, &» 
Jibe remaioipg recojrds of the Church bear no accouqt 
of it J but it s^eni* probable from the sjimilarity of 
ornament, styje of the windows, &c. displayed 'm the 
Jiaye or we«t end of die Church, founded in 1291^ 
l^t it wafi bwlt about the sam^e period. The Stalk 
for the Canons, 44 in number, are ranged round the 
buUding, and ace 9U arched, being supported by l&O^ 
blender columns of Fetwortb or Sussex marble; 
Over these runs a gallery, so exquisitely cary,e,di ax^T 
formerly so richly gilt md painted, as to haye made^ 
its appe^ance n^goi^nt in^the extreme:. The 
eapitals of the ^mall pillars tiave a ricb> variety of 
carved ftincties upon tbeiP|. with- strange conicditsoF 
the over-witty arlists of' t|iat age. Its windows axe 
ftdorned vith g^oyvi^ leffresenij^iios^ of Ssiuts^ 
Kmgs, Bishops, Sec. 8lc. In a word, this unrivalled 
structure, particularly in that ancient state of splen* 
did decoration in which it can no longier be seen, 
well deserved tl^e praise ))e^towed upon it ip an t>}d 
Monkish veise> painted on t&e wall, 
*^ Ut RomPhlos Phlorumysic ed Domus ista Dm»onm.'^ 
(The Chief of Houses, as the Rose of Flowers;) 

The Visitor will now arrive at the last of the out^ 
buildings, the New Library, situated on the north 
side of the Cathedral, behind the Chapter-House. 
On entering this noble repository for die resl pro- 
ductions of literary genius and industry, the Visitor 
cannot fail of being impressed with veneration. 
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as If in flie pres^A(rte of a great awettibly tf tdedte^ 
nowB^d tot tk^ superior teterits and virtue. Hie 
iirst totoder of Ac tSbntrj^mArcVbidtcp^^rt^ 
ati 740, ^nd it t^as itflfeihiraTcb tftuth increased by 
Albeft. tile Irigfc^ pWisrt^ i* htsUm^d iipon it hf 
Jilcuidy in his Epiatfe te •&€ Cfeowb of England, 
^ho iientioirt nmny oelebraft^d atticrett jOid cbssic 
afOtbors a^itvii)^ fotaid a :^e in if. This wondef- 
fiil adafemWagie, con»i*i-i6g dife tiniesrin whScfc it was* 
rgot together, vr«ts t6taHy htfnrf to *c grotmd in 168^. 
Anoiber libktary wa« formed by Thomas, Arcbbidiop* 
♦of York, iff flie rei^it «rf Wiffiam I. tn^ this also 
jperished% fife itf 1137- It do^s hot appear after' 
^is, that the CSiorcli was fofmi^b^ il^itb aAy remark^ 
^Me collection of books, fill the great gift of Mrs, 
Mathews (relict 0f the ATchMsb6p) once more gave 
it the name of a Library. This donation yftis made 
in the early part of the 17fli century, and consisted of 
upwards of SOOO volumes. These have since been 
augmented *y several pnrchaates, gifts, and bequests, 
;and it now cbntains » large collection of highly- 
"valnable bodes, judiciously arranged, in the manner 
•of a catalogue rtiisotme^ airfd a very fine body of 
inamisfeript^,^«sp6ciftlly Mr. Torre's on Ecclesiasticaf 

TTiiB building was feraierly used as a Chapel to 
Ae Epiilcopa) Palace, and is allowed to be a much 
Khore commodious situation for tibe |)urpose of a 
library than the old one on the south side of the 
Cathedral. It was for many years in a useless stat^ 
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of ruin and decay, but being now completely re- 
ffitfid, it exhibits a very pleasing specimen of the 
English Pointed style of Architecture, and affords a 
distinguished ornamental appearance, to the Cathedral 
itself. The west window contains all the armorial 
bearings of the present Members of the Churchy and 
in the centre is a shield with the arms of the Duke 
of Clarence, who visited the Cathedral on the 29th of 
September, ,1806.* The side windows are all of 
ground glass, th^eby repelling two great a glare of 
light; and an extremely neat oak gallery, supported 
by light iron bars, is erected for the convenience 
of taking down the volumes from the higher 
shelves. The floor, which is supported underneath 
by strong stone pillars, is also composed entirely of 
oak, and together with the gallery, is a specimen of 
capital workmanship. 

We shall next take an external view of the whole 
pile, commencing at the western front. The two 
uniform towers (196 feet in height) diminishing as 
they ascend in ten several contractions, all cloistered 
for imagery, with which they were undoubtedly once 
adorned^ display a richness and grandeur of design 



* His Royal Highness has lately made a present to the Dean and 
Chapter uf some cnrioos illttininated missals, which were taken 
on board a^rench ship of war by Lord Howe on the 1st of June^ 
1794, and had been cut out of the missal books of the Churches. 
at the begitiniog of the Revolution, and made into cartridges for 
gunpowder. They are now placed in the Library, 
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-rai'ely equalled. They. are adorned with eight pii^ 
nacles.each, on the top. In the south toM'er are a set 
of bells, allowed to be as complete a peal as any in 
the kingdom. Above the great door-way sits the 
£gure of Archbishop William de Melton, the princi- 
pal founder of this part of the Church; and below, 
on the sides of the double. doors, ai:e Che figures of 
Vavasour and Percy, who contributed the stone and 
wood for the masonry and roofing. Over the arch is 
.carved, in fine tracery work, the story of Adam and 
Eve, with their expulsion from Paradise, at present 
nearly defaced. "It will be with pain observed, that 
:time or fanaticism have here made their greatest de- 
,predations; but the visitor will be highly grati- 
fied to notice the repairs vvhich the whole of 
fhis part Is about to undergo^ tiirougb the correct 
taste and liberality of the present Dean* and 
Chapter, whose active zeal for the preservation 
^f this noble and glorious monument of our foi^fa- 
others piety is inferior to none of tlieir predecessors. 

Proceeding southward, six tall pinnacles are ob- 
«8erved, intended originally for buttresses to the upper 

part of the nave. The images wliich appear in tlie 
jiiches are those of the four Evangelists, Jesus Christ, 
-and Archbishop St. William. The South entrance 

is ascended to by a handsome flight of stone steps, 

* The Very Rev. .George MarkliiaD, D« D. who succeeded 
Dr. Foaotayae in 1802. 
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;«iid a little spiral turret called the Tidler's Turret u 
placed on the summit of tliis eivd, which coutributei^ 
much to its decoration ; the Circular or Marygold 
Window, sometimes, called Saint Catharine's Wheel, 
has also a very rich .appearanQe*. The Grand Lan- 
tern Tower \vill here attract the eye : it appears of a 
. very different style of architecture to tbe.two Westera 
Towers, and is without any pinnacles. .Some orna- 
ments of this nature may at some.Jutui:e; time .perhaps 
be added, which it is presumed will greatly contribute 
to its beauty, smd the general uniform appearance of 
the building. Froip thi^ view, ^moving onward, th$ 
massy buttresses prnamented with various Figures, 
Pinnacles, &c. are deserving of attentive observation- 
A little further brings the visitor to the eastern end, 
,over whose. most magnificent window sit3 the statue of 
Archbishop Thoresby, in his archiepisQopal chair, 
having in his left hand the representation of a (ihurch, 
and seeming to point to this window with his right. 
At the basis of thewindow is a row of 17 heads; the 
.centre one designed to represent our Saviour, ^nd 
those of the Apostles on each side : th^ others are no^ 
known. Statues of Percy and Vavasour are again 
jseqn at this ^nd. Passing on tp the North, the 



^ It is impossible toiiod a snfficie&t area to take ia the eatir* 
ontliue on tl)e Southern side, but if the visitor will stand near to 
the entrance of the Deanery, be will find it the most convenient 
station for an extensive general view, and the situation of the 
Neio Library swords the be»t station for such a prospect on ti|^ 
JSprth. 



^apter-HoAse presents itself, and with itsr jSbn-' 
derous Buttresses, See. merits a particular examina-* 
tion. 

From this station tlie visitor will tjrrive at the New 
Libraryi whence he- will have a full view of the 
ttortb eiiid of the tr9iise|>t and ike' n^ve. 

Tn 'conclusion, it is almost needles»^o obseiVe, that' 
\vhil3t surveyiiqp tb!e haemal beauties of the Cathe- 
dral,^ they will he fouud prcpdrtiooably heiglilened 
in the event of a fine day, during the glowing beams 
•of fi morning or afternoon's sun. A celebrated mo- 
dem audior, Mri Dallaway, expresses his opinion of 
the advantage of an external view, by moon-l\ght, iu* 
the following- terms :-^* 

^' The extremely beautiful effect of large masses of 
archi^ectiire> by moon-light, i^aj lie considered as a 
kind of optical deceptioiH and nearly the same as that 
prodiiced by statuary when strongly iUuminated. 
Thus' seen, the Towers and Pinnacles acquire a de- 
gree of lightness, so superior to that which is shewn 
nndfu* tlfe meridian sun, that they na longer appear 
of human construction."* 

^ • ■nil I ■ I I I I ■ -■ ■ 

• S^ ^0 the leanied Foet, W'aeter Scott'3 Hues on an ex- 
4lBf'flal view of Melrose Abbey : — 

" If tbou wofiId*st view ^ir Melrose arightj 
<* Go visit it by the pale mo^o-ligltt— 



" When tlie cold light's uncertain shower 
^' Streams on the lofty central tower ; 
<< When buttress and bnt tress, aTternately", 
^ Seem framed of ebon and ivory."-^ 



A TABLE, 

Pointing out at one view the periods in which tJfc 
different parts of the Cathedral zcere built, aiid by 
tchom. 

South End* of tHe Cross Aisle orTranscpt; J A. R 
begun by Archbishop Grey*— •Temp. > 12£7 
Hen. III. 3 

NoBTH End of the Cross Aisle or Transept, J 
begun by John le I?x)maine9 Treasurer ofj> 1£60 
the Church—Temp. Hen. lU. 3 

TilE Nave, begua by Archbishop le. Ro- 7 ^oqt 
maine— Temp. Edw. I. $ 

' finished with its Western Towers, 



by Archbishop William d6 Melton — }1S30 
Temp. Edw. HI. 3 

The ChoiR; begun by Archbishop Thoresby 1 ,^^,. 
»— Temp. Edw. MI. ) 

(The entire finishing of this part of the edifice pro- 
bably took place about 140&— Temp. Hen. IV.) 

Thb Ce^n^r AL STBTEPLEjOr LwitemTower, 1 

as iuis commonly called, begun by Wal- Iiq»q. 
ter Skirlaw, Bishop of Durham— Temp* \ 
Edw. Ill; J 

(The entire finishing dM not take place till tUb 
reign of Henry V. about 1413.) 

, TjiE Chapter House. — No records remain*! 
' to certify the exact period, or by whom I 
, it was built; thdu^h generally believed I Ifijl 
coeval with the West- Eud^ or Nave, I 
about the reign of Edw. I. J. 

Total number of years in erecting the whole edifice, 
about 150. 

Since the ficst commencement of the building, to < 
this pteaeutiear 1811,. 584. 
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TH^ nVE DIFFEBENT AGES OV 

ENGUSH CHURCH ARCHITECTURE, 

Extracted from 
Tltf£«r. .Obor«x Hnjjm'* Di0criptki» 9/ E1.Y Cathedral. 

First AoB-^Saxon ; /rotn the coDTersion of the Saxons to the 

NoEman Co»i|«eRt in tQ66w 
Sbcq^d A|GE— Norpqm } ifrom IQ(56 to 1?00, cqiq;>rebendiqg 

the reigns of M^Uiam i; William U. ^enry I. Stepheo, 

Henry II. and Richard I. 
Third Aef-*-Early EogKsIt; f^om leOD to 1300, Qompr«liend« 

. jog the Kfifm f»f Jk>bo, If^ry ^. and ,Ed^ard I, 
FguRjTH Age— Ornamented En^li^h; from 1300 to 1460, qpm- 

prehending a small part of the reign of Edward I. and 

tlMMe of Cdward IL £dwaHl 1X1. Itfdiard 11. Henry IV. 

V. and yU 
Fifth AcE—FIorid English ; f«;om 14^ to 1S37; the dissolution 

of religious houses; comprehending the* reigns of Kct* 

ward IV.iuid V. Aidiard III. Jlenry VII. and \11L 



St. MAilY'3 A{B^^.y^ VAULTS. 
T)ie^Q veiicrHt^le r^^iaiqs w,^'^ ,f(])i;tii€:jrly ,part qf .jb^' 
joobje ^QWfistiery^ pl^^sajatly 8ilnt^^«,wi|iiQilt Uie 
^aUs on tl»e Nor^b ^f the CitJ, tavuig p gmt\p 
fjeclivi^ ^omthe \v«;^Uim front toOtp rive;r Ou9?.' 
Jn;tlie general conftagra^qn 'wHicUi^apiieiied at York 
in the reign of Kiag .Stephen/ ftbk* fubiie, begun tyy 
William Rufits in 1088, was deatroyefl; bat the re- 
building of it was undertaken in 1270^ by Simon de 
Warwick, tlien Abbot. What at present remains is 
part of that grand structure, and though inconsider- 
flfcle with re^i^ect tawbatitwas^ yet iwffieientiy s^ws 
it to have .been 0116 qf the most elegant edificeld m 
iKis country, bothiudeagD and^execution; All tracje^ 
D 3 
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af the pillarg and aisles are lost, except a part of the 
wall on the North side of the church of St, Olave, and 
a portion of the gate-way .of the West front. At the 
dissolution by Henry VIII. that Prince ordered \a 
palace. to be built put. of its ruini, called the Kingi's 
Manor, which was conveited byJames^L into a regal 
palace for his own residence. It stood nearly in this 
state till the Revolution^ when a lease* was. granted 
for vesting it in private hands, and it is at present tbe 
property of the Bight Hon. Lord Grantham. In 
1696 and 1697 a mint for coinage was established in 
this Manor; the money bearing! a^Y«under the King's 
hjBad. The Abbey was in 1266 strongly fortified; 
i»ome part of the walls and towers are yet remaining, 
traced from BqothamJBar^ along Maiygate'to the 
river Ouse, , 

At a short distance on th6 South of Hit Church is 
a- long range, of buildings probably, from the ap- 
pearance of the-wtndows, erected in the time of 
James I. under these 'are thfe aneient vaults to the 
Abbey, 129 feet long, 23 feetwide> and 1* in height, 
divided by a wall of 3 feet 6 inches thick, with a., 
pointed . arched door-way in tKe centre* la each 
v«x^.is.adeep well, . 

RaMAN TOWER.. 

Near this part of the. Manor. Shore may be seen . 
.that undoubted Roman renuiin, the .Multangular 
'Ipweb aod^WAU; thus, accurately descriM ly 
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Dr. Lister in the Plulosoplncal Transactioiifi r ** TTie 

outside of the ivall towards the river is faced* i;nth a 

very small Saxum Quadratum -. of* about four inches 

thick> and laid in levds like our modernr brick-work; 

but the length of the. stones is not observed/ but are'at 

tbey fell out in hewing. From the foundation twenty 

courses of this smaH squared stone are laid, and over 

them five' courses of Ronttn* brick : these bricks ar^- 

laid some lengA-ways' and some end^ways in di6 

ivaUy and were called Bateres Diatoniv ^ter these 

five courses of brick, other • twenty-two courses of 

small square stone (as before described) are laid, 

v^hich. raise the wall .some feet higher; and then five 

more courses of the same Roman bricks are overlaid, 

beyond whicbthe wall is imperfect, and oap'd with 

modera building. . In ali this height there imo case^ 

ment on loop-hole, but one. entire amd uniform wall, 

from which we guess it to have been built some 

courses higher after the same order. The bricks 

w«re to^be as thoroughs, or, as~it were> so many new 

foundations to* that which was to ♦be superstructed, 

and^a bind the- two sides together firmly; for th^ 

wall itselLis only faced with snudl square stone, and 

the middle- filled with mortar and pebble-. These 

bricks are about 17 inchfes of'our measure long, 11 

inches broad, and 2 inches apd a.half thick*'? 

" At the entrances into the Manor, or.Rc^al Palace, 
there are some curious specimens of architecture 
worthy of notice : over one of them the arms of the 
unfortunate Wentworth, Jlail of Strafford, (beheaded 
iii4he reign of Charles the First) are placed; whicb^- 
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mn$ Blade «b article of accusation agswiAt l^ipdlfy the 
PuiitanSy '' ihat he had the ^r^Ojgance to piit iip his owk 
JHrms ill oiieof the Kk^'« PaJace^."^ Oti^r p«Hrt« be^jr 
ibe iaitislu x)f ^fuones |* and afat»i# jtfrem ll^ ar^a« of< 
i::h$MrlQsI. 

CLIFFOKJ^'s TOWER, or KEEP, . 
jU sitijuited p/m the Qi«tle^ (0»^ « big^^ wrti^idF' 
l»Quiid which i»^flOQriill(jr thought to Jp^pf^guboa of 
fioma» l^hour) Md ooofiiit* /of* l9i«r fl^soentir of 
pirdbs joined tqgcttber. Il was Imit % Wtf ubd 4fae 
jCQii<)«ieror abotil' Ahe ^esut ld68y i^uffa Ijhere are 
evidei^t roniaias «f a atroogcaatle .esLatnig here pdor 
lo t^at time, .a JR.oin»Q fo«Midiktio« being hlt«ly di»- 
.iO¥eied in clearing ^rmy the fsrtfa .and nrbhish 4o 
i^reet a (Wall ck>fie hehkid the Grand Jkiry fioiiini. A 
^Qiall i^rt of it IS still visifole imdeeocat)! >tfie {lOBsent 
«ew supenstruoture/^t 

Clifford's Tower was i)uSt by .Wilham as a Keep 
-lo iiiis ancimit Castle, aqd decivesits name. from one 
of the Clifford laoiily who was made fiiwt govemor 
^f iti It was formerly defended ;by a .de^ moat, 

• Thw Great-Man, ^o fretjnemly resided at the Manor as 
X.ord Pr^id^m 4>f the Noitb, nras Cbarlefi^is best fHeiMl. It is 
jadeed certain, that the Hiijg feJt |!r%at r^rnoraefpr hifr;cpo. 
sent to Straiford's execution, which dire necessity extorted from 
bim, and tbi« wntifBent'atf ended 4iie ili^fatetl ifrince durrag the 
remainder of his lift.— See Hume. 

fin digging a dram afeo at the jam e time a^stnaH block of* 
Iree^tone was f«iind witb-tbe wor4'*-CiTJtati/' cot on it iA-Nor- 
nian •characters. This. was niQst probaWy one of tbe boandary 
Hones used by William the Conqueror in his division of laa^ 
£cc. It is fidw placed in the Cathedral, 
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draw-bridge, and palisadoes. At die entrance into 
tiie Keep is a small square Tower, the wall 10 feet 
thick. Near ta it is a deep well, and a stone coffin 
placed beside it. In- the time of Charles I. the City 
was ordered- to be fortified, when the governor, 
Henry Earl of Cumberland^ caused' the Tower to be 
repaired, and tRe RbyaF Arms and' those of the Clif- 
fords' placed over the entrance. On the top was 
erected a platform, on which the cannon were 
mounted and a garrison appointed to defend it. 
After the siege of York by the Parliamentary forces, 
the City was all dismantled of its garrison^ except 
this Tower, and the government of it given to the 
Lord Mayor and his successors till the year 1683, 
when Sir John Reresby was made Governor by 
Charles IL la 1684,. on the festival of St; George, * 
the magazine took fire and blew up, reducing the 
Tower to a mere shell, and although it has since been 
greatly injured by the corroding hand of time—— 
*' Whose graditaltoQcfi 

Has moulder'd into beanty many a Tower; 

'Which, whea Lt frown'd with all its battlemeiitf^- 

Was only terrible** ^ 

is Still considered a very interesting ornament tb 
the City and environsv It is at present in^the posses* . 
tton of Samuel Wdkes Waud, Esq^. ' 

VETUS BALLIUM, or OLD BAILE. 
Leland and Camden are both of opinion that this 
very ancient place has formerly been the platform of 
a castle. It is situated at the south-east comer of 
the City, withia the walls, distinguished by a smaU : 
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plantation of trees on the top, and commaildiag 3' 
fine prospect of the City and surroun/duig cooatry. 
In the earliest deeds and records it is c^Ued Vetus 
BalliuBd, or Old Baile, AgvUyiMg a prii^n or place 
of security. This large moMndj evidetxtly constructed 
^'ith immei^se labouvy es^ctly corresponds with ths^ 
on Mrhich Clifford's Towe^ standiv ^uM probably, hajst* 
ibe same origii^ 

The CITY WAIXS; 

Tfic Waffs are now falling fast to dfeday for want 
of timely repairs, yet are still " elegant in their ruins, 
dignified in their disgrace/* In what year th^y were 
erected is not easy to determine. Edirvard I. how- 
ever, is generally believed to have built them upqn ' 
the old Roman fonhdations, about 1280. In the 
time of Henry VIHI th^se Walb and Towefs were 
in a state of complete' defence. Leland, in his 
Itinerary of that period, gives the following accu- 
rate descripboB, i/vhich is intr^uced hare merely to 
assist the visitor in a comparison respecting their 
former and present state :— 

'^Tlie Cify of ¥ork i» divided by tb« riyer. Oii8c> 
but that part which is on the east side is twke as 
great as tiiat on the west. The great tower at Len- 
dall had a chain of iron, to cast over the river; then 
another to^er, and so to Bootham Bar ; from thejice 
to Monk Bar, ten towers; aqd to Lay thorp Postern, 
four towers; for some distajjce the deep waters* of 
f 035 defended this part of the City without the 
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towers; then Fisbefgate Cdr, M^alled up in the. time 
of Hemy VH,. wd three towers, fhe-laal: a postern, 
from which '1^ a bvidg.e. over the Foss to the C4»tlei 
and ihe ruins o^fiye- tov^€r». w«fl^ all 4mt rmnainddt of 
id. iOn ib^wi^st siflfi of t^triver w^d^ftr^t n towei^ 
from wliich the w4l?fiasfQd/0«eir the. d^i^eooi to the 
castle on Old £faUe, with 'nine, tpwoiy to MicUega|;i» 
BaTi md htimfi^ ib wd I^Jfor^stysQ^JPo^ftem, t^n 
to'^ii^x^ tt^ poaiterQ.«W9 opposite tp the toweratX^en- 
vdall, to. df aw the ch^ over thexi^eriietv^een them,"* 
.I)u^-i«g tbedast teege of Ihe Cify«by Sic Thomas 
Fairfax in 1644> these ^waUs ^aix^ so much Ottered 
as to require lhr*ee years i» ^mpdk A^m: since that 
tima^ey l»y<& been gradually Qaglected> and are in 
many piaees>tiearly impasaaiile. 3Saw long, it will 
(iake to. restore dteia^ «or at what expense, cannot at 
il^resent he ascertained^ '»o snrvey^M* faai^ng a^ yet 
^l>een appointed for the purpose. From the North 
side> opposite, the. Manor-Shore, fliere is a^ fine pro- 
spect of the' ruios: of "St. Mary's ^bey ^and^ Sevei us's 
HiUs^ whiohito^diiar with the -windings of the river 
vOuse9and.tlieIiambl^4xm Hills in.tlie distance^ form 
a beaiiiiluLpieltiuFeequst appearance from this station* 

** The ^>lde6t 'part^ appears to be adjoining Walmgate Bar, 
ion that side where the remains of the Red Tower ajrc $|ill 
visible, being built upon circular arches in the foandation, 
'^ud oth«r«we differiDg fipm the rest in eouptr^cUon and. mate- 
Hal]!. At« shoft distance, on the other tid^ of this Bar, a.figar^ 
and inscription are placed in the wafl, tothe memory of Sir WU- 
;liam Todd, Lord Mayor of the City in 1487, who cp)»tribuieii 
togely to their jnamtenance and xepair« 



ROMAN VAULT. 

In August, 1807; as some workmen were <llgglng 
for the foundation of a house near the Mount, without 
Micklegate Bar, diey H[>roke into a Roman Vault 
about four feet from the surface. It was built of 
stone and arehed over widi Roman 'bricks, ^ith a 
small door of entrance at the North end ; the lengdi 
of the V-aultwas'8 feet, the height 6 feet, andbreadtb 
five feet. In it was discovered a coffin of coarse rag- 
stone grit, covered over with a flag of blue stone 
about 7 feet long, 3 feet •£ inches wide, 4 mches 
thick, and 1 foot 9 inches deep, -containing a human 
skeleton entire, with the teeth complete, supposed te 
be the remains of a Roman fnnale, probably of high 
rank, and to have been deposited lliere from ^400 to 
1700years.* Near theskuM lay a smallglass phial or 
lachrymatory^ with fragments of another phial, the 
inside of M^hich appeared to'have been silvered. At 
a short distance from the Vault was also found an 
urn of a red .colour, in which were placed the ashes 
and bones, partly dbumt, of a human :bddy. These 
curious relics may be viewed, in excellent preser- 
vation, on applying to the Owner of the House on the 
Mount, where they were first discovered. 



* According to Hume the Komans were in possession of tfaii 
coantry 400 years, and they entirely left it about A. D. 450, 
which at this present date, 1611; is thirteen hundred and hixt^ 

^e years ago. 
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The ENTRANCE BARS to the CITY, ^vit^l the 
POSTERNS. 

MiCKLEGATE Bar. — ^This entrance from the 
South-west is particularly distinguished by the anti- 
quity of some parts of its structure, and superior 
dignity of the whole. Drake expresses his surprise 
Aat former antiquarians had not taken notice of the 
chief arch by the port-cullis, which he, from its being 
built of milnstone grit, and a true segment of a circle, 
always considered as Roman : in this opinion he was 
confiniied by Lord Turlington, who likewise assured 
him it was of the Tuscan order *. It supports a massy 
pile of Gothic turrets, embattled, and adorned with 
figures. This superstructure, it is most probable, 
has been renewed upon the original foundation, and 
is generally supposed to have been built about the 
time of Edward III. On the front are the Royal 
Arms, with the fleur de lys, surmounted by a helmet, 
on which is placed a lion ; on each side are two 
small shields with the City Arms emblazoned. Wlien 
Richard Duke of York was slain at the battle of 
Wakefield, A. D. 1460, in the reign of Henry VI. 
his head, which had boldly aspired to a golden dia- 
dem, was put on the top of this Bar, placed on a 



• Sir Henry C. Englefield, Bart. F.R.S. and F.A.S. has 
addressed a letter to the President of the Antiqaarian Society, 
(See Archaelogia, vol. 6, p. 104) wherein he expresses his reasons 
fqr differing in tfpinioii with Mr. Dmk^ and Ltrd Btiriingt^n re* 
specttng the Roman antiquity of Ihis arch. 
E 
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long pole, and crowned widi paper in derision. To 
this Shakespear alludes in the Play of Henry VI. 
where Queen Margaret exclaims, " Off with his head^ 
and set it on York Gates ; • so York may overlook the 
town of York.*' The liead of his second son, the 
young Eafl of Rutland, only 17 years old, together 
with those of the Earl of Salisbury, Sir Richard 
Liinbrijc, Ralph Stanley, &c. were fixed on tlie Bar 
at the same tinie. 

BooTHAM Bar.^ — This Bar is the entrance to the 
City from the north-west, situated a short distance 
from the Roman Tower on the Manor Shore. On 
the front are two shields with the City Arms ; and 
above them is sl shield within . the Garter, but much 
defaced. This structuie is very ancient, being almost 
>vholly built of grit or Roman materials, though no 
part of it is of Roman workmaaship. A crowned 
statue of one of our Kings decoxatfes the front 
^che facing the City. 

Monk Bar is on the north-east, leading to Scar^ 
borough. Its appearance accords in point of anti- 
quity to that of Bootbam jmd Walqigiaie, all of 4ie^ 
probably erected ahont die re^n of Edwaid III. 
On the front are the Royal Anns, &c. and the battle- 
ments are ornamented with small figures, apparently 
in the attitude of hurjii^ stones. 

Walmgate BAR.~Tbis is the chief entrance 
from the Hull road, on tide south-east. On the front 
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the visitor will observe the Royal Arms again, as 
used by Henry V, mi also ihe City Arms. All of 
tltese Bars (except Micklcgate) are distinguished 
with the port-cuUis to each yet remaining, and the 
oiiiaments on the turrets, 8tc. bear evident marks of 
4he fury of the siege daring the rebellion in the reigji 
of Charles ihe First. Great part of the Barbacan 
of Micklegate apd.Walmg^te has abo been lately 
taken- down. 

The Walls and Bars, together with the five fol- 
lowing. Posterns, viz, Nortli-street, Layerthorpc, (at 
the foot of old Foss Bridge, near Peaseholme-Green) 
Fisherg^te, Cas tlegjate, and Skeldergate, encircle t|^ 
M'hole City, which is nearly two miles and three 
quarters ia chcumference. The latter Postern was 
totally removed in 1808. Layerthorpe Postern was 
formerly defended by a port-cullis- like tlie Bars. Iji 
the reign of IJenry the First, these Gates and Pos- 
terns were ordered to be closed at nine o'clock, ai^d 
opened at four in the i)K>rning:; and four men (se- 
lected out of the diffeient Wards) kept watch at 
each. every night, for the safeguard of the City. 



OUSE-BRIDGE. 

Some part of Ouse-Bri(i%e is of very ancient date ; 
generally thought, to have been erected ia the time 
of Archbishop Walter Grey about 1235* 
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In 1564,, a prodigious flood, occasioned by a sad- 
den thaw after great frost and snow, drove down two 
arches of this Bridge, by which 12 houses were de- 
stroyed, and many lives lost. It continued unrepaired 
for some time, till a proper sum could be raised, 
when it was rebuilt on tlie scite of the old one in the 
manner it now appears. It consists of five pointed 
arches. The centre one was formerly considered the 
largest in Europe, excepting the Rialto at Venice. 
Owing to the precarious state of this noble Bridge, 
it has been deemed necessary to apply to Parliament 
for leave to take it down and erect a new one, and 
considerable preparations are now going forward for 
that purpose. That fine specimen of the early Eng- 
lish or Norman «tyle, St. \Villiam's Chapel, which 

■ stood on the west side of the Bridge, has already 
fallen a sacrifice to the imperious call of necessity, 
and is entirely demolished. The admirers of an- 
tiquity will, however, be highly gratified to hear 
that correct delineations of the Chapel and Bridge 
are preserved in the " Fragmenta Vetusta, of 
York,'* drawn and etched by Mr. Halfpenny, the 
ingenious artist of the representations of the "Gothic 
Ornaments" in the Cathedral. The Foundation 
Stone of the intended new Bridge was laid by 
the Lord Mayor, on the 10th of December, 1810, 
and the diiferent and latest current cobs of the 
present King deposited in a (favity therein, to- 

• gether with a medal struck in commemoration or 
his Majesty having entered into the 51st year of 
his reign; tliese were placed in a glass case, and 
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covered by a brass pkite^ on which' was- engraved 
the following iBScription : 

*' The first Stone of tins Bridge was laid December 
JOth, in the year 1810, and in the fijiyfirst year of 
the reign of George the Third; by the Right Hon. 
George Peacock, Lord Mtiyor. Peter Atkinson, 
Architect:'* 



THE GHtJRCHES. 

Of 45 Parish Churches formerly existing in York, 
there are at present only 23 remaining, many of 
them adorned with lofty steeples, remarkable in- 
scriptions, curiously j>ainted windows, &c. worthy 
of attention. 

The fcJloswingli^ of' t}ien)> ivith. their situaUQOi 
Hkdfif be .'found useftil : .*-^ 

All Saintis, pr Allhallows, in the Pavement. 
All Saints, in North-street. 
St. Cuthbert, Laycrthorp ^bstfern. 
St. Dionis, Walnigate. 
St. Margaret, Walmgate. 
. St. John, end of Ousebridge. 
St. Crux, in the Shambles. 
St. Helen, in the Square. 
St. Lawrence, out of Walmgate Bar. 



* StsQ-a f ar4b«r Mooiivt of' tMs^ Bridge nndox tberhftad ^' Ne^nr 
E- 3 
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St. Martin le Grand, Coney-street. 
St. Michael le Belfrey, High Petergate. 
St. Michael, Spurriergate* 
St. Mary, Castlegate. 
St. Martin cum Gregory, Micklegate. 
St. Mary, Bishophill the Elder. 
St Mary, Bishophill the Younger, 
St. Maurice, out of Monk Bar. 
St. Olave, Marygate. 
St. Saviour, Saviourgate. 
St. Sampson, near Thursday Market 
Christ Church, in the Hay Market. 
Trinity, Goodramgate, 
Trinity, Micklegate. 

Of these, the Saxon Porch at St. Margaret's 
merits particular notice. Drake says it yf9s brought 
from the Church of St. Nicholas without Walmgate 
Bar, which was quite ruined in the siege of York, 
1644. Indeed the appearance of the rest of the 
Church sufficiently denotes the much greater antiquity 
of its Porch, It is not only the most curious, but the 
richest performance of the kind left among us, those 
at Glastonbury, Malmesbury, and Dunstable not 
excepted. The arch is circular, curiously adorned 
with the twelve signs of the Zodiac, and representa- 
tions of tlie twelve months alternately; royal heads, 
masques, birds, &c. and displays a fine spe- 
cimen of that device which became common just 
before the Saxon style was abandoned, viz. a carving 
round the heads of arches, like trellis placed in broad 
lozenges and considerably projecting. The finish 
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of Ae design externally is a pediment with tf crucifix 
on the top. It is much to be regretted that this 
ri^ic is not guarded by an iron railing, to preserve it 
from the injuries of children, &c. to which it is con- 
tinually exposed*. 

St. Dion is is also a very ancient structure. The 
principal porch or^entrance ornamented widi curious 
figures, zigzag' mouldings, &c. and in a better state 
of preservation than St. Margaret's. 

The Rectory, or Parochial Church of St. Mich A ei/' 
I/E-Belfbey, next the Cathedral, is. appendant to 
the iievenues of the Dean and Chapter, and was re- 
built in 1535. It is the largest and most uniform 
Church in York, supported within by handsome 
light pillars of excellent architecture, and was ten 
years in building. The outside is about to be restored 
with new stone facing. Sec. which, when finished, 
will render its appearance extremely neat and orna- 
mental. The altar-piece is composed of four pillars 
of the Corinthian order, with the Entablature, Arms 
of England, &c. all of Oak. There is a tomb on the 
South side of the altar, with whole-length statues of 
Kobert and Priscilla Squire, large as life, executed 
in white marble. In the centre of the West-^end 
is placed a fine toned organ, and on each side 
of it are spacious lofts erected for the convenience 
of the public. Behind^hese are seats for the charity 
boys and girls, from the blue cbat and grey coat 

* In Car(er*« Ancient ^rchitectnre there is a minnte descrip* . 
€oD>of tiii« Porob; by the late celebrated Aatiqpiary, Mr. Geiigb, 
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%:|ia«k> vl0 «ltBlld/d)vi»e.0«rvicebel^ev^I7Sllnd^;^ 

The Church of All Saints in the Pavement haar 
a beautiful Gothic steeple, in which, according to 
tradition, a large lamp was formerly suspended, and 
lighted up in the night, as a mark for travellers in 
iMcir passage over- the once^immense Forest of Oal- 
tries. North of York. St. Mkiw'ii'ih Castlegate^ is 
i^marked for the symmetry of its lofty |^*nimid)ca) 
spire, and St. Olave, as being buihout'of tile ruins 
qfiSx^ MaryVAblwej; adi^iniug. 

ItrtdM^Bedderaiisjaf.Qiapcilof' great aii^t^tSr cil 
pftseurinia very negated alat^ hotwew^ itsrpmled 
windbw6,.displaying.a'Vjm€t]^ of Ave; historical tjF|raery> 
wm sdUiin goodord«r. It wa» founded <i]i, 1348,. aiKi 
4^i«at9df ta^fhe. Hol}r,Tjwty», the V'n^in Mary, mi 
gt< .Catherine. 

'Hhfs Cloiat^rs: of ^ St. Leonard'^ mi,^ St Peter'» 
Uospiidb are esteemed the most perfect, specimens 
of' early Normiui. axchitecture of any yet^ renmiuing 
in the City. They wene fnuuded ahput the years 10S(i> 
JJ6d^ by! King William Rufus and King Stephen^ 
and are. situated ;iu the, Mint- Yard, near to Etridgc's 
HoteL B^th.' of-v them, are^ now. occupied, as wine 

!Pft|lUs« . 

• These ehildien attend also on Good Friday annually^ oft 
^hich day a Sermoti is preached fHr their benefk in fh» aften)0M» 
sert!c«« aod'dbiiAtfofis'Coirbeted'wfailtttlie.chJldreat ft rMiig 
teirKiateful iviiioe»Cac€ompamed by the organ, ai^d ciioristert 
from the Cfttfa«dNil^ iiK4iB a|»|»r4>priata aathem composed for the 
cnrcasion. Tli» aoc^ne' is-stfonirly impteBHye^ and never, /aili to 
«lfaw a DumeniM- ooDsraiBatRim la titoc reM' of ^98fB tral^ i% 
teresting " Children of Charity." 
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LITTLE St. PETER's, near YoftK. 

The admirer of early English Architecture, will be 
gratified with viewing the Parish Church of Little 
St. p£T£R at Skelton, a village situated three mil^ 
from York^ near the great North road. It waa pro- 
bably built in the time of Archbishop Walter de 
Grey, founder of the south transept of the cross aisle 
in York Cathedral^ about Idd?; being of the same 
materials and workmanship, and displaying a profu- 
sion of DOG TOOTH, and NAIL HEAD moulding. The 
south entrance porch is raised on several slender co- 
lumns, with a flowery base and capital, from which 
spring the different mouldings, forming a pointed 
^ arch. On the top of its triangular pediment is placed 
a small cross finial. The east end is beautiful ; it 
contains five windows, long, ^narrow, ai>d of sharp 
pointed or lancet shape, widi indented mouldings; and 
small shafts on each side: oyer these, in the centre, 
is a kind of oval window, formed from two arches 
intersecting each other, and moulded in the same 
manner. The west end contains three windows with 
pointed arches, and a circular window above, all 
ornamented with the dog tooth. Cross finials de- 
corate the top of the roof at each end. The .Church 
is strengthened by external buttresses, and has an 
open belfrey placed nearly on the centre of the roof, 
in which is a quatrefoil singularly displayed. Inter- 
nally the arches and windows are moulded in the 
same indented manner as the outside* The wholp 
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Church appears in excellent preservation, and is in- 
tended U^ be siicrouiidedwidi a neatMrsJl and Vailing. 
The dimensions are in length 44 feet; and in breadth 
SS feet; TTie roof is at present greatly disfigured 
mih the iHodem Belfrey, wfaicb has the appearance 
ct a dovecote* It is to be hoped that this Belfrey 
will be removed; and tbe-BeUs^ aulfei*ed tO" resume 
Aeir original pofiitioiiii 



YQHK. CASTLE and COUNTY^HALL. 

These grand buildings are situated near Ae con* 
flnence of the rivers Oose and Foss. The area witfiitt 
the Castle walls is 1 100 yard* in circumference, in 
which all debtors- confined in the Castle are allowed 
to walk. The ancient towers of the old Castle^ 
founded here by WilTiam the Conqueroi?, (which, af- 
ter it was dismantled of its garrison became a County 
Prison for felons, debtors, 8Cc. being by age ren- 
dered very ruinons, and' a nviserable Gaol, were 
wholly taken down, and the present noble structure 
erected in 170L In the right wing is a prison for 
debtors, which reflects honour on the county. It is 
ascended to by a large flight of stone steps; on tBe 
first floor are eleven rooms, 16 feet square and near 
1£ high. Above these is the same number of rooms, 
one or two of which are assigned for. common side 
debtors. On the ground floor the Governor's apart- 
ments are situated. In the left vf4ng is a handsonie 
convenient cbapet, ascended to by a flight of steps 
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mifbrm wkii th« n^ mug, and omameiited with 
neat ««it«ble luniitare. The Mtms court-yard and 
dcills ace j>l<i€ed between the^e wingfl, and descended 
to by five steps. The day-room for men is 26 feet 
bj ^. The cdls in general are about seven feet and 
a hilf by six and a half, andeig^t and a half high. 
Behind these are six solitary cells, seldom made use 
-of. Hie women felons are confined in the Netr 
Buildings, opposite the County-Hall. They have 
two court-yards, a day and a night room. 

The Basimca, or County-Hall, stands on the 
west aide of the area, and was erected in 1777, of the 
Ionic order, 150 feet in length and 45 feet in breadth. 
In the south end of it is the Court for trial of Pri- 
soners, and at' the north end the Coul-t of Nisi Prius. 
Each of these is 30 feet diameter, covered with a 
dome 40 feet m height) elegantly ouianouBnted, and 
i^upported by 12 Corinthian columns. Adjoining ar^^ 
handsome rooma for the U3e of the Grand aJi^d Petit 
Juries, the Counsel, &q. , In the room appiopriatei 
Xo the Grand Jury is a MS. list of the naioies of all 
the High SheriflFs for the County, in succession from 
William the Conqueror to the present time, with the 
year each served the office- Netily behind this 
room, the New Drop or Place of Execution is situ- 
ated. The entrance to the Hall is by a Portief of 
six columns, 30 feet in liej^t, over whieh are placed 
the Boyal Arms, an elegant fulM^ggth figure of 
Justice, &c. 
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The opposite building on the east was erected m 
1780, in order to remedy many defects observed by 
the Magistrates in the old Gaol. It contains apart- 
ments for the Clerk of Assize, County Records, &c. 
There are also distinct hospital rooms for men and 
women; and since the year 1803, thirty cells, two 
bath-rooms, seven day-rooms, and an indictment 
office have been added; likewise three additional 
spacious flagged court-yards, with a walk for tlie sick 
upon the top of the south-east wing, ornamented 
with iron railing. The architect employed was Mr. 
Peter Atkinson of York. The whole extends in 
length 150 feet, its front adorned with an elegant 
colonnade similar to the Court of Justice. Great 
improvements, generally throughout the Castle, have 
also lately taken place, reflecting much honour upon 
die liberality of the county. 

The extent of the City's liberties are within 77 feet 
of the Castle-Gate, distinguished by the City Arms 
placed in the wall on each side.* Here the Sheriffs 
for the City are in waiting to receive the Judges of 
Assize, and conduct them to the Guild-Hall. 



MANSION-HOUSE. 

TheMansion-House is an elegant building, erected 
In 1725, as a suitable residence for the Chief Ma- 
gistrate of the City. The front has a rustic base- 

• The ancient draw-bridge was formerly situated exactly where 
tliese Arms are now placed, aad the waters i»f the Foas dravoin 
a deep mote under it. 
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ment, which supports an Ionic order with a pedi- 
ment, wherein are displayed the City Arms ; and the 
interior constructed on a handsome and convenient 
plan, adorned with rich plate, furniture, -&c. which 
succeed to the possession and uise of each Mayor for 
th^ year. The State-Room, where the Lord Mayor 
enteitains the Corporation, is 49 feet 6 inches in 
length, and 27 feet 9 inches in breadth. Several 
excellent pictures are placed in it, among which ap- 
pear the following :— An elegant whole-length por- 
trait ofhis RoyalHighness the Prince of Wales, Regent, 
splendidly habited in robes of the order of the Garter, 
painted by Hoppner, and most graciously presented 
to the Corporation by his Royal Highness in 1811 ;* 
a whole-length portrait ofhis Majesty William HI. ; 
George II.; Marquis of Rockingham, by Sir Joshua 
Heynolds; Lord Biiigley, who served the office of 
Lord Mayor in 1707; and Sir William Mordaunt 
Milner, Bart, who served the same office in 1787 and 
1798, painted by Hoppner at the expense of the 
Corporation. The Royd Arms dnd those of the 
City are fancifully carved and ornamented over the 
iire-places. 

The GUILD or COMMON-HALL 

Is situated behind the Mansion-House, and is thought 
to be one of the finest Gothic rooms in the kingdom. 

• Their Royal Higtwesses the Prince Rf g^nt and the Duke of 
York, resided here io Au?ust> 1789, during the whole of t|ic 
race-week, au4 Priuce William of Gloucester la I79i>, f«r near 
two montto* 
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It was built by flie M?iyor apd Commoi^Ity, aiyi di^ 
M^ter and Biethren of the Guild of St. Christojiher, 
ill ] 446. Tbe iuside is 96 £eet in lenglJi, 43 feet ifi 
>vidth, and to the centre of the roof ^9 feet mad 6 
inches. The roof is curiously oroameoted with se- 
veral grotesqtie figures and he^ds, ti» Royal Aims 
as used by King Henry V. apd is aupporM by ten 
pctagop pillars of oak placed on stone bases, 31 feet 
9 inches high, and 5 feet 9 inches in cireui?ifisr£nce. 
At the end of the Hall are the Law Courts, with 
rooms adjoining for the Grand ^nd Petit Jurifss^ one 
of which is called the Inner Koonj, where the Lord 
TMayor attends on Tuesdays, Thursdays, and Satur- 
days, to administer jsustice. In fliis room is placed 
the musquetry of Ae City, foar equippi«ig foipr com- 
panies of 70 jEaen «ach. The Court gf the Lord Pre- 
sident of ^ North w^s fom^erly hpld in this Hall, 
<luring his residence at the Manpn The windows con- 
tain some fine specimens of the ait of painting on glass. 
One of these representing Justice in q, Triumphal Car, 
was put up in the year J 754, q|(Mi^'as a gift from 
the artist, Mx* Peckitt, to the Corporaticm, for which 
he was presented with the Freedom of ike City. The 
window over the Lord M.aypr's C9urt u adorned widi 
the City Arms, Sword, Mace, a44 Cap of JMainte- 
nance, surrounded with emblem^tip devices and twp 
figures of Justice and Miefcy on each side; the former 
has the motto, " Cuique Suum." and the latter, 
*^ Miseris succurro/' Above the areh at the entrance 
into the Hall is placed a full-length statiie of Geo. II. 
targe as life. Adjoining the Guild-Hall a oew CouH- 
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dl Chamber bm bead lately erected, for aa acrcomii 
of wUieb see tbe head ** New Buildings." 

GOVERNMENT of tlie CVTY. 
York ia governed by a Lord Mayor, tf Recor Jer> 
Iwo City Counset, twelve AWermen> two Sheriffs^ 
seventy-twoComfflon-Councilmen*, anJsix Chamber- 
kins. Besides these are ar number of Citizens, who' 
iaving passed the office of SberifF, become part of 
the Privy-Council, and with tbe Lord Mayor, Alder- 
men, and Sheriifs, compose the Upper House. ^Diey. 
are called the Twenty^our, though they may be more 
or lesa than .that muubeiu 

The LoBD Mayor is chosen annually from the, 
number of Aldermen who have not been twice Mayor^ 
or borne that office within si^ yeiurs, and are thought 
to be every way qualified to undertake the duty. ^Vhe 
office ceases annually on the Sd of February. The 
Mayor of York asstwiea die Ale of Lord m all writ- 
nig or speaking tohim ;. this hoo^Utr was bestoM'ed 
OD him^ by Kxchard IL Persons, of what quality 
soever, livtag^ or residing within bis- jurisdiction, mnist 
obey ^i» mandate or suinmons on any complaint ex^ 
hibited against tfiem*. The Judge of Assize sits on 
his right-haird in the courU of justice, himself keep, 
iftg the chair; neither does he drop the ensigns of hiaC 
authority to any but the King himself, or the prc^ 
fiumptive heir to die crown- At the sessions o/peace 
he is supreme, being always a justice of the peac^ 
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and one of the quorum. In council he has a casting 
voice ; and in fiill senate no law nor act can be made 
without hi» concurrence,* 

The Recordek is^ by virtue of bis office, a justice 
of the peace and of the quorum. He sits at tbe 
Lord Major's riglit-hand as an assistant to him and 
tKe bench; and is chosen by the whole Corporation, 
but must fee approved of by his Majesty before he 
can enter on his office. Besides the Recorder, there 
are two other Counsel assigned the Lord Mayor, 
called the City Counsel, who are also, in virtue of 
their office, justices of the peace and of the quorum. 

The Aldermen are generally chosen from that 
clas9 of Citizens who have fined for, or served the 
office of Sheriff: the fine for exemption from this 
office is usually 3151. but when a Citizen is chosen 
Alderman, and refuses to stand, he is fined at the 
discretion of the court. 

Tbe Sjueriffs are chosen annually on die £Ist of 
Septemb^. They have a double function, ministerial 
and judicial. By the first they execute all processes 
and precepts of the courts of law, and make returns 
9f the same ; and by the next they have authority to 
hold several courts of a distinct nature. They collect 
all public profits, customs, and taxes of the City and 
County of the same, and have the charge of all pri- 
fipuers for debt and misdemeanors. They view and 

• Tiie annual salary attached to this High Office, was in 1681 
^50, in 1,77 6 £^% and «t preseat the amoant is fixed at /840* 



es 

inspect all weights, measures, Sccv visit he maHtetsy 
wde tHe fairs, and arc ansWeraMe to the King*« Ex- 
chequer for all issues and profits arising froni th^ 
office. The usual fine for exemptioHr is 105 1. 

The last, thougli not least la authority, are a body 
of men Called the Common Council of ilie City, 
in number 72^.^ They aire chosen out of tfie four 
Wards, viz. Mickfegate Ward, Bootham Ward, Monk 
Ward^ and Walmgate Ward. There are IS in each 
Ward, whose senior presides in his o^'n, but have 
a foreman, or speaker fo» the whole, yvho is elected 
annually TPhcy represent the whole Commonal^ 
of the City; 

Thd CHAaftBEtrtAiNs were- formerly twelve^ ten,, 
mt eight m number; but for seveial yeai» past tlieit 
number has been no^more thansix. 

The Town-Clerk is elected in the same manner 
as the Recorder,, and must,, like Him, have the ap- 
probation of £Ee King before he enters on his office, 
which is of great trust,, as well as profit^, in die gift 
of the Corporation*. 

The market-places; 

Situated* in: Pavement and TTiursday-Market, are- 
ia every respect spacious and convenient. Tlie Cross 
in th<e former is a*squQU« fabric,, with- a dome, as- 
©fended to by winding stairs, and' supported, by 12 
jillavs of tU« loftic order* It was erected in 1672> 
by Marmadn^Qd Rawdon^ (wHose bust is placed in^ 
front) a merchant of London^ but a* native of YorW, 
Jhe follo-wiug, appropriate inscriptions appear; <*b: 
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tk« sun dials, telow the cupola r—** Tempus edax 
Rerum. Horn fugitrora. Dum Spectans, fugio. 

£heu fugaces !"* 

The Cross in Thursday-Market was built in 1705. 
It is a plain handsome structure, erected for the be- 
nefit of the market-people iu bad weather, and is 
constructed nearly in the same UUUMier as the Ex- 
change at Chester. 

ASSEMBLY-ROOMS, in Blakestkeet. 
This extensive building was erected by subscrip- 
tion, in shares of 25 1. and 50 1. each, in J 730. It 
was designed by the celebrated Lord Biirtirigton, 
and the foundation stone, a part of which may 
be seen in the cellar cm the ri^t-hand of the 
portico, bears a plate with a suitable bscriptiou 
in Latin,, to his memory -t The portico in front i» 
rabed upon columns of stonej^ with a door and stair- 
case on each side, leading to the tap of the leads, or 

^ •■. i 

« '• In 1572, in Queen EUzabeth's reign, the Earl of Nortliumr 
berUnd waa beheaded for rebellion, on a scaifold in the Pavement^ 
and hisliead set on a very high p6le on the top of Micklegate 
Bar, but bis body wai- buried in Crux Church, by two of his ser- 
vants and three women."^— Twrft 

t Thisrillnstrious Noblenaan, who had every (|aa](ty of k genius 
and artist, was a munificent patron of public works, and was 
known to choose that the expense should fall on bimseU; rathe* 
than that his country should be deprrved of some beautiful edifices, 
Besidps his designs on his own estate at Londesbrongh, near 
Market-AVeigljton, he new fronted his bouse in Piccadilly, and 
added the celebrated grand colonade within the court. Amongst 
bis other Works' is General Wadels house in Cork-street, which, 
altbo' ill contrived, has so beautiful a front, that Lord Chesterfield 
faid, a!t the General could r,ot lire in it at his ease, he had better take a 
Jiowi€ Qver (fgainst it, and look at i^^See Snpp* to Pii&iifGT02r» 
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down into ihe cellars; iivhick vare neatly arcliedi and 
liave large fire-places. The Vestibule or Entrance 
Hoom is 32 feet long, 21 broad, and 21 high. The 
Grand Assembly-Room is an antique Egyptian Hall, 
from a design of the celebrated Palladio, 1 12 feet in 
length, 40 in breadth, and 40 in height. This room 
consists of two orders, viz. the lower part, with 44 
columns and capitals, on which the wall above is 
carried up, and an elegant cornice, complete the 
Corinthian order. The upper part is after the com- 
posite, richly decorated with festoons, in imitation of 
acorns and oak leaves, likewise a beautiful cornice, 
curiously enriched with carving. Between the pilas- 
ters in the upper part, are the windows that light the 
M^hole. From the ceiling descend 13 large lustres 
of crowh glass, each holding 18 wax candles, but the 
centre one is so brilliantly cut as to be more parti- 
cularly deserving of notice ; it was the gift of Lord 
Burlington. The chief entrance is at the east end. 
Upon the right-hand is the smaller Assembly-Room 
used in common, 66 feet in length, 22 feert in breadth, 
and 22 feet in height. The ceiling is adorned with 
very curious fret-work, from the antique. Upon the 
left hand is a room 43 feet long, 15 broad, and 15 
high, used for musical rehearsals; beyond this are 
drawing-rooms, closets, &c. &c. During the winter 
season there are five Subscription Concerts, which 
usually commence in January, and also four Benefit 
Concerts; with a Card Assembly on Monday nights. 
Subscription Tickets, transferable, ll. Is. each. 
Nightly Tickets to Non-subscribers 5 s. each. In 



Ae SprbK AsaLze Week the Rooim are open^ tat wk 
Coficert and BaU on the Wednesday and Friday 
evenings at 5 «. each. At the Races are Balla only* 
Mr* EbskinB; has the manag^menl; and directioii of 
tbe ythole* 

TU THBATBEtRQYAL 
J9 at the uppar end of Blakesti:eet)i, and wat 
«a?6cted in 1769 by Mc Bakev, apdt a< patent prp-«- 
cured for it byhissuccessos, the lat^/Sate WiHwson^. 
£sq. It is fitted ^ nh avvery neat mufeim, styl^ 
capable of containing a numenaus andieAQe. lliec» 
are two tiers of side boxes^.onte front box^ a^pit, two** 
front galleries, s^d'two side gallexies^ Over the front 
box are placed the Ko^ Anias with supporters^ and' 
tlie stage boxes, manager's box^, stage doors, &&.. 
are^ tastefully ornamented with plain gilt; mouldings* 
The length of die stage, fisom the lamps npwiird^ iaSr 
feet; in breadth, from the opening of the curiain, IB 
feet 6 inohes> 0r from wall to wall 40^ feet; aiud ia^ 
height from, the* pit floor to die oeiling 34: feet- 
Several judicious^ alters^tions have lately> tak«tn placf^ 
in the interior, which is handsomely, coloure4> aodJ 
the seats covered with dark green elotb. The scenery,, 
dresses., &c. a^ various, and iu gaoeral superb;: 
and with respect to the perfonners> it mayv be in- 
teresting to observe, that the majority of those whose 
tjieatrical talenl» entitled them to. be transplanted to^ 
the more highly cultured fieldof the London Theatre^, 
first blossomed on this soil, and here in a great mea^ 
sure matured their abilities.?— Admissionto. the boxei^ 
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3 s.; pit, 2s.; first gallery, 1». 6d.; upper gallery, 
1 8. ; except in the public weeks, when tfie prices are 
advanced.* 

The company are styled « Their Majesties' Scr- 
^vants,*- and perform at York from February to die 
end of May, and during the Assize and Race Weeks: 
the whole under the direction of John Wilkinson, 
Ms^t Miuaagcr and Patentee. » 

The LUNATIC ASYLUM 

Is situated without Boodiam Bar, on the north- 
-east side. It Was first establidied in the 'year 
1777, by general subscription, and has since 
been considerably enlarged with additional apart- 
ments, out-ofiices, 8cc. &c. It extends in lengdt 
Idfi feet, in depth 5% and in height consists of 



* In Shakespeare's time, abont 1603, the price of admission to 
the Play-Hoiise in London, called tlie GJobe, was is. to the 
boxes, and 6d. to the pit ; and a twopenny gaHery is mentioned 
in the Profegne to Beanmont <and Fletdier's Woman-Hater.— 
Seats of 3d« and 4d. are also mentioned. Saeh was the partiality . 
of our forefathers for dramatic entertainments, that no fewer 
than 19 Play-Houses had been opened at different times before 
Hie year 16S3, when Pinnae (the celebrated Poritan) published 
ImHistrwmastup^ or Discourse against SMige Plays, for which he 
was sentenced by the Star Chamber to stand in the pillory, as it 
contained i Ubel against the Qaeeiii 
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three storiet. Of theac tbn lowest « a Bua^^ 
from which four Dodc ooluttitw are <«rried< up to 
the general entablature, andsustaia a-pedimciDt in the 
centre of the front The encb of the front are finished; 
w pvvyipns, and hav»ft proj«;^a cqwd to that «r the 
central coluimw before lueotiooed. Ove* the CMtr» 
of the building rites- ar cylindrical beH-tow«r, sttr- 
roaaded with cohunna, aad. finished with it. Bmall. 
cupola and vane. In the year 1900, • hags wing; 
was added to the main buildiag," servings the double 
purpose of affording accommodation to a greater 
number of knatics, and of keeping the differrot 
chuses of patieuts distinct A«n each other^ The- 
iatemal structure is handsome and weU contrived 
wd furnished witb eveiij^ accomraodiitiQn. wJbieh caift 
tend to promote the cleanliness, comfor^ and se- 
curity of the patients. T6« whole edifica. is snr. 
rounded with spacious^ gardea* and. ainng grounds,, 
which aredivided intodi*tii»c>c»rop8rtm«it8, for. the 
B^rposeofsepara»in«»Ite.pali«,u.. TW* itap,»rt«,t 
establishment has for ite efcject the cure and belief 
of msane persons ftom evesy part of Efiglmd, ^ 
m every class of socie^. The patients are admitted 
Ob bang provfded wiA a proper cefdficate of theip 
aisamty, and on paying a weekly sum for their main- 
tenance^ jMToportioned to their cireUmbtanccK The- 
genetal utility of the institution has long been felt 
hy the public at large, and the great moderation of 
the expenses incurred, has rendered it of more par- 
tiwlar advantage to persons in slender circmn-* 
stances, and in the middle ranks of society. 
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Or. Bx«f JR die «tten(&g fliysicitn^ md was 
•elected to fhat office 4Hi the igtk of July, 1609, as 
succesBor to the lale fai^y-^steened Dr. Huntbr.* 

Pointed Bules and Re^ulalipnp j^j h^ b^d on ap« 
iplying .to Mr. Sure, ibe Steward^ at Ihe I^odge. 



The ^ET^AT. 
pesides Hie Lttnatic Asyfatm, tho-e is taoAtr in- 
stitqtioii in the vicinity of York for die same class of 
^tientSy beiongiiig to 4lhe S^ety of Friends, or 
^Quakers. It was opened in ^ year 1796, for the 
srfioqption of insane patients, «f tfaat profession, in 
this kingdom. The bulldbg consists of a centre and 
ibnr wings, it tt situaled Jiearly a mile from the 
City, Jon Ihe road to Heslington, tod k built on an 
eminence which <;omm9qds an isxtensive and beauti- 
iul prospect in all directions. Both the situation 
and building are calculated to dis3)e1 the gloom, and 
promote Ae faealdi of <be patients. Hie house 
accommodates nearly^, besides the superintendants 
and servants. The meij^o^l 4epartpi«nt is under the 
care of a Physici^a of York, who is chosen by a 
monthly committee, to which the direction of the 



* This GeBtteman WHS cbiff pmnnatsr of the Institntion, and 
practised at York aearly ttalf a p^fitury, witii emineat credit and 
■feputaUoo. He vi»i Author and Aaaotatof of several wefks of 
great merit, particularly *< Evelyn's Silva," 2 vol. 4to, " Oeorgi- 
cal Essays/' 6 vol. 8vo, &c. &c« aad died ou the TtH sf Mayi 
1809| io bi« 80lb yetr. 
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institution is eufensted. Besides lliis committee, 
there is a qoarterly and an annual meeting of direc* 
tors and subscribers, to which the committee reports 
its proceedings. This institution embraces all classes 
of patients, who pay according to their ability. 
Neither the physician nor the internal managers re- 
ceive any te^s, all of them having fixed annual 
salaries ; as it is the intention of the directors to pre- 
vent, as much as possible, all improper partiality to 
the objects of their care. In the construction, as 
well as the situation of this building, the feelings of 
its unhappy inhabitants have been particularly con- 
sulted, and every thing that is gloomy or coercive 
has been, as much as possible, avcnded* The general 
management has already ottlnaeted the attention of 
many persons interested in the subject of insanity, , 
and seyecal ivriters have noticed the treatment of 
the patients ivith marked approbation. 

A Poetess of our own City has panegyrized this 
institution in an Ode, entitled " 2%€ Jletreai/' of 
which the following is the last stanza : 

« For lo ! to calm the tninult of thfe breast, 
Wbidi madness had too long possess'd ; 
To chase away the Fiend, Despair; 
To clear the brow of gloomy care ; 
Bid pensive Melancholy ceate to monm; 
Calm Reason re-assume her seat ; 
Each intellectual power retnm ; ' ' 

Heaven bade this stractare rise, and call*d it the REItREAT.*' 

See Charlotte Richardson's PoisMs, 
vol. 1, pa^re '103. « 
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<:^UNTY HOSPITAL, or Public Infirmary. 
This spacious building is situated out of Monk 
Bar, north-east of the City. It was first instituted in 
1740, by a legacy of 5001. bequeatlied by Lady 
Hastings, for Hie relief of the diseased poor in the 
cowty !of York, and since raised and supported by 
the benefactions, or annual contributions of the hu- 
mane. It was for many years the only institution of 
that nature North of Trent, and in its infancy had 
many difficulties to struggle witili; but through the 
care and economy of its first patrons, And especially 
of the late Marmaduke Fothergill, Esq; whose hu- 
manity and professional abilities were equally con- 
spicuous, those difficulties were soon overcome, an j 
the extensive utility of the institution becomin j ob- 
vious, soon procured it many liberal donations. Hi© 
front extends 75 feet in length, 90 feet in depth, and 
encloses a court of 26 feet 4 inches by 35 feet. TIhj 
whole consists of three floors ; the first of which is 
appropriated to the requisite offices ; the second is 
divided into two large wards, one for male, the other 
for female patients, each containing 16 beds'; and 
to these are annexed bed-rooms for the respective 
nurses : the tlilrd floor consists of two wards, one for 
men, the other for women, each containing 9 beds, 
and accommodations as before for the nurses. There 
is also a Public Medical Library, (established in Janu- 
ary, IBIQ) for the improvement and diftiision of 
Medical and Surgical knowledge. This excellent 
chariiiis entirely dependant upon the benevolence 
of the public for its support. A donation of twenty- 
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tfHie pounds, iOr an .annual contribution of two -m^. 
neas, constitutes a governor, who is entitled to vote 
in a court by which all affeirs relative to the house 
are regulated, and by whom trustees are' chosen, 
whose concurrence, in a separate court, is necessary 
.to giveforce to m^ny resolutions of the governors. 
Benefactions and Subscriptions are received by Mr. 
T. Brook, the Steward, Petergate, of whom printed 
jRepoxts of flie State of the Hospital maj be had. 



CITY DISPENSARY. 

There is likewise a Public City Dispensary, lesta- 
tlished in St. Andrewgate, for administering relief 
io the diseased poor. This iu^itution is supported 
hy annual contributions, and was generously set on 
foot in 1788, by the gentlemen of the faculty res^ 
dent in York, who the more willingly engaged in the 
undertaking, /from a full conviction of receiving the 
support of tie inhabitants m the prosecution of such 
« laudable design. 

It may here with propriety be observod, that in 
charitable institutions the City of York is no whore 
^excelled ; to the infant jpoor especially. The Charity 
Schools, in one of which 50 blue^oat boys, in the 
other 44 grey-coat giris, aye fed, cloathed, taught^ 
and apprenticed, together with a considerable num- 
ber of Sunday Schools, Spinning Schools, 8cc. &c. 
which have been some rime established on the most 
praise-worthy principles, aie striking charact ' Istics 
x)f the disposition of its inhabitants. 
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NEW CITY GAOL. 

TBis structure is erected on an? extensive stafe, 
wholly built of stone, and reflects- great honour on 
tfie pttblic spirit and: liberality of the City. It wa» 
liegun in 1802, under tHe plan and direction of Mr. 
Peter Atkinson, Arcffitect and City Steward, and- 
completed in TSOT- It adjoins the Old BaHe, sur- 
rounded with a high brick wall, and being adorned* 
with a cupola and vane at the top, forms a conspicu- 
ous ornamental appearance from various parts of the 
surrounding neighbourhood. In front, is- a large 
court-yard, where the debtors have the liberty of 
walking : their apactments are afcended <ta by a large ' 
flight of steps, with iron railing;. On the ground 
floop are eight cells for men felons, wi4li a day-roQn» 
and spacious flagged court-yard attached, also eighfi 
celk for women, with a similar day-room and court- 
yard. Five cells, two day-rooms>. and a' bath-room^ 
are appropriated for prisoners conflned'as king's evi-^ 
d^ace, or for misdemeanors^, Sec- llie second story> 
contains mght large sleepingnrooms for debtors^ witb 
recesses for coals, provisions^ &c.' to each room* 
The gallery here is 170 feet lotig^ The attic story 
has four more rooms for debtors upon the same plai% 
as those below, . with a proportionate gallery. Th^ 
governor's residence is in the centre of the buildings 
and has a large stiry room used as a chapel, in which 
divine service i» performed once a week. The 
prison, is well supplied with water, and by means oi 
proper diainage, 8cc. the situation is rendered esc^ 
tremely clean and wholesome* 
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The CATHOLIC CHAPEL 

Was built in the year 1802, The design is of mo- 
dern architecture, about 74 feet in length, 44 in 
breadth, and 30 in height This beautiful Chapel k 
jituated in Lattle-Blake-street, and is much admired 
for the neatness of its style, elegance of its otna^ 
^lent8, and exactness of its proportions*. 



METHODIST CHAPEL, in Nfiw-sTEEipr; 

The first stone of this building was laid on the 1st 
of January, 1805, and the Chapel opened for public 
worship in September following. It is built of 
brick, with stone mouldings, &c. The front b oc- 
tangular, and has a break in the centre, which ter^ 
minates with a pediment, the whole forming a hand- 
some elevation. The design is of the Doric order, 
executed from the plans of Mr. Rawstome, architect, 
York. The dimensions of the interior are as fol- 
low: — length 66 feet, breadth 54 feet, and in height 
from the floor to the ceiling only 33, tliough ori- 
ginally intended to have been 33 . This deviation from 
the plan, it is said, has been much regretted. The 
Chapel will contain upwards of one thousand people, 
and is so contrived, tliat the whole of the congrega- 
tion may hear and see tlie preacher ; and for a build- 
ing of this description, may be presumed equal t^ 
dny other in fhe kingdom. 
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The NEW WALK. 

This is ft fine gravelled terrace, made in 1733^ 
extending near a mile in length, along the banks of 
the river Ouse, east of die bridge. It has a beautiful 
avenue of Jofty elm trees, whose spreading branches 
uniting almost to the centre, form a rich picturesque 
appearance, and occasion it to be a' fevoftrite pro- 
meqade. In fine weather, it is usually resorted to by 
numerous groupes of gay and welMressed pedes- 
trians, which give an animation to tte scene, render- 
ing It peeuliarly attractive and pleasing. A fvil 
regimental band, from the neighbouring barracks, is 
also frequent^ in attendance, . for the amusement of 
the company. ^ iSardej^cbfttrg ane. placed at couve- 
aient distances, and a public bath built, adjoining die 
spring wdl, commonly called "The Lady Well,'^* 
a:b«iit the middle of the avenue.. 



• The late Dr. White, of the Society of Friends, or Qaaken», 
wid an eminent Phy8i«iaii of York, kitrodiic<>« the following ob- 
siervatiom in n small tract felatiogto lli6«priags and wateirsoC' 
York^ printed for prrvate distribution, but never published i-^ 

" Our spriogs are pretty geDerally satnrated with selenites,. 
One of then] ^ however, is entirely free from it, being equally 
soft as onr river water, and retnarki^My good, wbictrbthal oC 
tiie Ladjf^SVeU upon the New- Walk. 

** Ovrnvtr waXm, esfiei^t accid^tal fonlnes*, is^in ef«sy t^ 
ipect good. The Water-Works being sit.a^ted abovv the Cityj^ 
the water is distributed to the inhabitants before it receives any 
l^th froqi the (pmmon sewers, and other offensive SQorces. What 
aocideotal ibahiess, therefore, it is liable to receive, is only fron^ 
'the clay aad earth brofDgh^domi. by 0o(>ds^ or washed offfrom^ 

G 3 
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WHITE-LEAD MANUFACTORY. 

Near to this Walk are the White-Lead Worfe, 
belonging to Messrs. liddell & Co. founded in the 
year 1799, and carried on in a very extensive man- 
ner. The lead b exposed in small earthen pots to 
the vapours of warm vinegar^ by which it is corroded 
into a kind of calx,, and afterwards reduced to a 
beautiful white powder, called Ceruss. It is then 
dried by a powerful heat, and used in great quantities 
for painting in oil, being the only preparatiou of this 
pigment hitherto found fit for die purpose. A pre- 
paration of Red-Lead is also carried on in tbii^ 
manufactory. 



:flint.glass manufactory. 

Messrs. Prince and PrestV Flint-Glass Manufaor 
lory is situated a little further on, close by the river 
Poss. It was first established in 1797, and w^U 
afford ample gratification to the visitor who may wish 
to examine its particular process. The glass is 
chiefly composed of fine Lynn' sand, widi a pro- 
portionate mixture of pearl ashes and red lead. 
The method of working or blowing it into round 

^he banks and pip<>8, in its passage, aad whieli is effectnally 
ayoided by filtering it. 

** Onr Tjver water, therefore, wb^n filtered throngh pure 
•coarse sand, frequently renewed and washed, so as to be kept 
perfectly clean, is exceeding pore, bright, and limpid, and well 
adapted to every purpose ia oar diet^ and <«coooiDy.* 
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^asses^ &c« vhen taken red hot from the great 
furoacej is extremely curious. The fire in the fur- 
nace is kept up with coals without mtennission day 
and night, otherwise the pots contained in it for 
holding the melted metal, would soon crack ^nd be- 
come useless. The term flint is yet retained in most 
manufactories of this kind, although flints are never 
used; but the name wa^ given to it from b^g ori* 
ginally made "wiiii calcined Jlints, before the use of 
i/i^hite sand was understood: in Germany and some 
other places it is called cArys/^/ instead of flint. The 
art of manufacturing glass into bottles and vessels in 
England^ was first begun in 1557, and the finer sorts 
made in London at Crutched-Friars ; but it did not 
arrive at any great perfection before the reign of 
William III. about l6gO. 



CAVALRY BARRACKS. 

At a short distance hence, on the Fulford road, are 
the Cavalry Barracks, erected at the expense of. 
£a,000l. m the year 1796; since which about 20001. 
more have been laid out at different times in addi- 
tional ofiices and improvements. These handsome, 
buildings stand in an area of an obloug square, oc- 
cupying 12 acres of ground, from wall to wall. 
They are constructed on a plan for containing 3 field 
oflicers, 5 captains, 9 subalterns and stafi^, 4 quarter- 
masters, 240 non-commissioned officers and privates, 
and 266 horses. 
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' Vbe eentre buil<&ig for ib% ofiom? apactments i^ 
tt plain iidat stnieture; wMi Ihe royid arms, supp^iw 
terSy tie. displayed in krge size over the entrance^ 
eK€»cute^ a( Ccmde's artiftci^ stone manufactory in 
London. On each side of it are apartments for the 
noEHComitiiBsioncid oflS^ers an^ pnvntes, wrdi stabUng 
fdr horses underneatfky and a ridin«-sehooI^ hospitat,, 
6tittliiig*house, &€i adjokiiag^.' 



Th^ RACE^GROUND and eaAJNI)^T*NI>. 
The Raoe^diWiiid is about a mila ^IslaHly souOi' 
of die City. It is a large plaii^ ^v daad 4at, €Oi»» 
monly caHed Knavesmke, rendered adtorrabfy-eonve* 
nient for Ai» . fasbioaable divernoa^ by building 
arches and draining where needfal^^aadis unintrsally^ 
allowed to be one of the best horse-courses in Eng- 
land. Ii^ the year 1754, die Grand-Stand was built. 
by subscription. On the ground floor ar^ convenient. 
ofSces and rooms for the entertainment of company; 
a^vO; on the second floor, is a handsome commo-- 
<Bous room for the nobility and gentry to as9emb}e 
in, with a ballustrade projection in front, upwards of 
200 feet in length, and supported by a rustic arcades 
cT 15 feet high, from which the spectators cam 
command a fine prospect of die surrounding scenery.. 
Tbe top of this room is leaded, and also fitted up* 
•with suitable accommodation for viewing the race. 
The Goal is a stone rotunda, erected near the Stand, 
for the convenience of the tryers, or persons ap- 
pointed to decide the order in which die horses pa?^' 
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*rhe annual meetings are in May and Aij^st, and 
occasional tea-parties, &c. assemble in the Great 
Soom durmg the summer season. 

York races were first established in the reign of 
Queen Ann, in 17099 and in 1715, the King's Gold 
Cup (since changed into one hundred guineas) was 
procured to be at York, where it has ever since con- 
tinued, and is run for on the first day of August 
Meeting. Clifton and Rawcliffe Ings, near the 
Marqu6 Tea Gardens, was for several years the place 
of trial, and in 1714 such a concourse of nobility 
and gentry assembled there to view the diversion, 
that 156 carriages were one day counted upon the 
field. York^and its neighbourhood have been long 
famous in the annals of sporting; for Camden men- 
tions a yearly horse race to be run on the Forest of 
Galires, near York, where the prize for the winning 
horse was a little golden bell, which was tied on his 
forehead, and he was then led about in triumph. 
From whence, probably, comes the old proverb, to 
bear away the helL* 

* The celebrated race between Mrs. Thornton and Mr.Ftint.' 
in modern times, has also contribated to the equestrian fame 
of York, no less than the Golden Bell did in former days. 
This, novel and extraordinary event, *' Audetis rim contendere 
Virgo,** took place on the last day of Angiist Meeting, 1804, 
when nearly 100,000 persons were calculated to have been pre*: 
sent on the course 1— A party of the 6tb Light Dragoons were 
appointed to attend the ground on horseback, and were unques« 
tionably the cause of many lives being saved. Much disappoint- 
nent was felt by the spectatorsi at the Lady not winning her 
match, See Pick's CAtsnoAit; 1804, 



TTie ARCHBISHOP^^ PALACE: 
There were several Palaces ibnnerly belonging t<y- 
the See of York, of whicU that at Bisfioptiiorpe is • 
now die only Archiepiscopal rMdence in its pos- 
session. It is a very hftndaome edlffce> pleasantly* 
situated' on the banks of the river Onse^ about two 
milea soudi-east of the City. Archbishc^ Walter^ 
Grey was the first founder, but it has since under- 
gone many considerable improvements, and several 
additional rooms have been erected at the expense 
of the succeeding Archbishops. The principal front 
and vestibule, which.are ascended to -by a handsome^ 
flight of stone steps^ exhibit the English pointed^ 
style of archite<;ture, and have a very beautiful ap-- 
pearance. The same order is observed in the gate- 
way and porter's lodge.* The chief apartment9>, 
drawing'-room, audi&nc&-roo^l, &c. arc decorated' 
with elegant furnitor^^ large bronzed .busts, &c. par- 
ticularly an admirable likeness of the late Right 
Hon. William Pitt, the Marquis of Stafford, and 
Duches& of Beaufoxt, sister to the present Arcb- 
bidiop. The great dining-room, ovterlboking the 
river, is 47 feet by 26, and 15 in height, and is orna- 
mented with a handsome chimney-piece of veined^ 
marble, supported by Doric columns, and over it is 
placed an original picture ef King George the First. 
The ceiling is executed in curious antique fret-work.. 
Several fine portraits of the Archbishops are placed 

* Two accarate views are poWished eC tbe FVront and Gat&» 
waxi drawn and engrafed by Rooker, price 8 ft. the pair. 



in this Toom, amongst which ane distinguished as 
•^excellent likeness of his present txrace, and another 
j^f has venerabk pred^oessar, Br. A¥m. Markham, 
(painted by Sir Joshcm Reynolds) when fir^t ap- 
pointed .te the See. Adjoining the dining-^room is 
^the chapel/liighly deserving of notice for its e^rtreme 
iieatness and appropriate ornaments. The windows 
are glazed with coloured glass, executed by the late 
"Mr. PeAitt, whose ingenuity in this department has 
; already been noticed. The altar window at the east 
-end measures 75 feet square, and contams the arms 
of the dififerent Archbishops, from the Reformation 
*to Revolution, properly quartered ^with those of the 
See ; the ground-work is a mixture of Gothic frett 
M^th fleuren border. The floor is composed of white 
and black marble, ;and.&e jMilptt exhibits a curious 
specimen of ancient wood c^u^ing« The library is 
situated <Ki the Tight-hand side of &e vestibule, and 
-contains maa^ valuable works ia the various classes 
jof ancient and.modem literature. 

In the FteoflfOPe Grounds, conlignras to the P»- 
!lacet which Bse laid tout with great tas^te, and kept 
in excellent order, Ifae Line^Tree Walk is particiH 
Jarly admired for ^e lingular appearance of its 
Mexuberantioliage; flie trees intermixing their branches 
over head, uind somewhat reseniblmg the long vist6 
of a icafheAr^l.* 

"* Parties of p1«awire are frequently formed for viflitins 
^ishopthorpe by water, when the varied landscape on the banks 
of the rWer renders m6ti an excnrsion a very pleasiiif^ pecreatkm. 
The Palace may be seen on application to Uie Hontekeeper, an^ 
<he Fleasare Qronnds, &c, by applying to the chief Gardener. 
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The NEW BUILDINGS. 
Hie various improvements projected, and tlios© 
already going on, wUl unquestionably be of very 
considerable advantage to the City, and it may not ap- 
pear too great presumption to hope, that in the course 
of a few years we shaU agab find it the justly cele- 
brated Metropolis of the North, and that many of 
the honourable and distingubhed families of this 
part of the kii«dom will make it th^ir w'mter resi- 
dence. We may also be allowed to indulge the idea, 
that our new buildings will excite, in due proportion, 
the tribute of praise from the visitor, as well as those 
more ancient structures for which the City of York 
has so long been renowned. 

The Present Bridge over the Ouse, how- 
ever it may be admired for its beauty and antiquity, 
bas ever been considered altogether ill calculated for 
the convenience of carriages and foot passengers, and 
also for the navigation of the river: these circum- 
stances, in conjunction with its declared precarious 
situation, have demonstrated the necessity of taking 
it down, and buildmg an entirb new one. 

The intended Bridge, we understand, will consist 
of three eliptical arches, the central one of seventy- 
five feet, and the side arches of sixty-five feet each, 
and the width forty-four feet, leaving a clear space 
within the battlement of forty-one feet; twenty-seven 
feet of which are intended for die carriage-road, and 
seven on each side for tiie foot passengers. From 



tb^ djfSLvmg^ ^x)iibited to the public, and presented 
to the Corporation on the 10th of December, 1810^ 
^ on which day tb^ foundation stone wa3 laid, (see p. 53) 
%ve are persuaded tbei^tnicture will do infinite credit ta 
the architect by whom it was designed. The streets 
leading to the Bridg<9 are to be considerably raised 
9nd n^ade a corresponding width, and the buildings 
on the no|:th side of Briggale, and of I^ow-Oi^segate^ 
are to be (sriected strictly uniform with each other. 

Foss BRii)GE> now building, though a work of 
less magnitude^ 19 not less essential for the future 
^convenience and advantage of tl^at quarter of the 
City. Thi* Bridge is to consist of one eliptical arch 
of Uiiyty-five feet, and the cqtij-e width thirty-eight 
feet,, leaving a clear space withij^ the battlement of 
thirjyrfive feet. The Foundation Stone bears a Brajss 
Pl«te, with the following inscription : " The first Stone 
of this Bridge was laid hy the Right Hon* JjQwreuce 
Dun/^as, Lord Mayor, on the 4tk of June, 1811, m 
the 5Ut year sf the reig^ of George the Third, a^ 
^n the d^y q» which hds Majesty eompUted the 7Sd 
year of his age. ^ Pet&r Atkinson, Architect'' The 
old Bridge (bmlt in the reign of Henry IV. about 
1406) is wholly r^moved^ and a temporary woodett 
one erected. 

The Present House of Coreegtiok, in Pease- 
holme Green, having been found insufficient for 
the purposes required, the Magistrates of the City 
and Ainsty lately came to a determination to erect 
a more convonient structure upon a larger scale, and 

IS 



Jiave caused fhc foundation of a new one fo be 
laid upon Toft Green, situated under the Walls, 
near Micklegatc Bar. This building is calculated 
to afford every convenience for those tvho may be 
confined within its limits ; and with the Governor's 
house, chapel, lodge, bath, 8lc. it is presumed will 
form an arrangement not inferior to any other design 
for a similar purpose in the kingdom. The expense 
will be defrayed by a joint assessment on the City 
and Ainsty, similar to the plan adopted for the new 
City Gaol. 

The Council Chambeh for the Cfty, held of 
late years in St. Williara*s Chapel, upon Ousebridge, 
was transferred on the demolition of that building, 
to the Guildhall, adjoining to which a Council 
Chamber has been erected, which consists of t^o 
distinct apartments. The upper room is intended 
for the use of the Lord Mayor, Recorder, City 
Council, Aldermen, Sheriffs, and Gentlemen of 
the Twenty-four, and the lower room is to be ap- 
propriated to the Common Council. These hand* 
some apartments are nearly finished, and exhibit a 
uniform style of neatness, much to the credit of those 
employed in their Construction. The groined ceiling, 
and the spirited workmanship displayed in imitation 
of ancient Carving, in the State-Chair, which b c<mi- 
posed of oak, together with the richly-coloured glass 
in the windows, containing the armorial bearings of 
the City, the Lord Mayor, Recorder, City Council, 
Aldermen, Sheriffs^ and Town Clerk, afford a strik- 
ing proof of the skilful manner in which these 



several kinds of oraameatal wofk i^ay tyea now 
be executed. . . 

Amoi^st these different projected improvementSi 
that of a new Public Subscription Librauy, 
about to be erected in St. Helen's Square, merits 
particular notice. The situation fixed upon by the 
fiubscribers is very desirable for such an institution, 
being in the centre of the City, near to the Guildhall, 
News Rooms, Post-Oflfce, and the principal Inns, 
and is planned on a very handsome and convenient 
«cale. This highly useful literary establishment, so 
creditable to the inhabitants and subscribers at large, 
Vfasjirst ittstituted in 1794, and contains many valu- 
able and well-selected publications. The members 
(which at present amount to nearly three bundled) are 
admitted by ballot. The termi^ of admission are two 
guineas until the above number is fully completed, 
when the admission-money will be advanced to three 
.^ineas. The annual subscription is pne guinea. 
The meetings of the members are held on the second 
Tuesday in every month, and the books are chosen 
by ballot, each member having tlie privilege of pro- 
posing any publication he may think proper. Tlie 
Books are the joint property of the Subscribers. A 
Catalogue, witli the Rules and Regulations of the 
Society, may be had on application to the Librarian, 
^ , ■ ■ .. ,d .. ■ - ■■ ■ ^ 

The whole of the New Buildings above mentioned 
have been designed by Mr. Peter Atkinson, Archi- 
tect, of York, and are now conducting under his 
immediate inspection* 
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la closing tbis flttle Work^ the Reader^fl indulgence 
is requested for any inaccuracy Dvhich may un<^ 
avoidably have escaped tiotice, and \9hich wiU be 
carefully corrected, when pointed out, should the 
sale of it be so favourable as to require another 
edition. It is intaided to publish aSequel, at a 
Aiture opportunity, containing some account of 
Ij^oblemen and Gentlemen's Seats, &g. in the vicinitf 
of York. Any information respecting the neigh* 
bouring Mansions; where Collections of Pictures, 
See. are deposited, and to which the Public are not 
denied admission, will be thankfully acbsowledged. 
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Wigan .-..»... 77 
Winchester .*•• 241 

Windham 197 

Windsoi 210 

Wolsingham .... 73 
WoUvemampton ' 130 
Woodbridge .... 210 
Woodstock •••"• 177 

Wooler 138 

Worcester 157 

Wottoo Basket*. 209 

Wrexham 120 

Yarniouth 14* 

York ^ 



CATALOGUE 



1811. 

in the Prm, and epeedHy will be Puhlithed, 
A CATALOGUE 

OF ▲ 

Valuable CoUection of BQOK% 

CONSISTING OF 

Many Thousand yolm&es in tike different Classes of 
Ancient and Modem Litesatufe ; including some recent 
Purchases of scarce and curious ArticleSi and a largjn 
Portion of the best Authors in Divinity, 

TO WHICH WILIi BE ADDED 

A SELECT GOLLECTIOK 

• OF 

MISCELLANEOUS PRINTS^ 

ENGLISH PORTRArrSi WORKS o£ANTHON¥WATT£Air» 

' The 'whole are in good* Condition^ many of the Books 
in elegant Morocco and Russiii Bindings, and mil bespldi 
«t the Prices affixed to ^cfa,.. 

BT 

. . JOHN and GEORGE TQDD, . 

BOOKSELLERS, STATIONERS, and PRiKTSELLERSj 
YORK. . 
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